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Overview
Universities are increasingly expected to demonstrate their value to society by engaging with local partners, supporting inclusive growth, and ensuring research informs real-world decision-making. As higher education globally faces increasing financial pressures, political scrutiny, and shifting public expectations, understanding how to build effective, sustainable collaboration structures to support regional innovation and impacts including economic, social and civic spheres has become a strategic priority. 
Although a substantial body of literature explores universities’ civic roles, knowledge exchange processes, and contributions to regional development, important gaps remain around the organisational structures and institutional conditions that enable the development and continuation of effective, long-term collaboration with local partners.  
Objective and Scope
This Special Session aims to bring together learning from different countries and contexts, to better explore the organisational, theoretical, and practical dimensions of university–policy engagement supporting regional innovation and growth, with a particular focus on university-based policy institutes and their role in shaping place-based strategies. 
We welcome submissions that can cover how research institutes collaborate with local partners for innovation and impacts in their regions. Contributions may draw on empirical research, conceptual work, or practitioner experience covering topics such as:
· Organisational development, governance, and leadership in university-based policy institutes promoting innovation and impacts in regions
· Funding models, staffing structures, and talent development for long-term stability 
· Typologies and maturity models for university-based policy institutes 
· Universities’ convening power and their role in place-based strategic development and delivery
· Comparative perspectives on creating /mobilising knowledge to enhance innovation and impacts with universities in their regions.

