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Regional innovation research has often been shaped by a techno-optimistic lens – one that implicitly equates innovation with technological progress and assumes a linear logic of replacement, in which new knowledge and technologies render older ones obsolete. In (regional) innovation policy debates, this techno-optimism often translates into a bias toward “frontier” novelty and new technological trajectories. This special session invites contributions that question this underlying epistemology. We propose to take seriously the possibility that innovation does not primarily proceed through obsolescence, but through recombination across time: revisiting, reviving, and revaluing the past as a constitutive element of novelty. To this end, we foreground the concept of retrovation (also referred to as retro-innovation): innovation that intentionally draws on historical knowledge by reviving past practices, ideas, products, or technologies. Retrovation, as we define it here, goes beyond simple reuse or nostalgia. It involves a clear innovative step in which “the past” is not merely an inspiration, but a foundational resource mobilized to create novel solutions, often entangled with place-based traditions, craft know-how, and historically rooted socio-technical practices. The session aligns with a growing research agenda on the temporal dimensions of regional innovation. This includes looking back to understand how historical pathways shape contemporary innovation, as well as looking forward to examine how innovation is guided by visions of the future. Importantly, those visions may themselves draw on historical practices and traditional knowledge, suggesting a complex temporality in how innovation is envisioned and brought about. We therefore welcome contributions that conceptualize and empirically investigate how regions innovate through time, e.g. by reactivating past knowledge, recombining “old” and “new” elements, and renegotiating values. Rather than treating “new” and “old” as a dichotomy, we encourage perspectives that conceptualize novelty as a gradient, layered, and context-dependent. 
We invite theoretical and empirical papers addressing (but not limited to):
· Retrovation / retro-innovation as a concept: definitions, boundaries, and typologies
· Critiques of techno-optimism, linear progress narratives, and the “logic of obsolescence” in innovation studies
· Temporal epistemologies of innovation: how “old” knowledge becomes relevant (again)
· Place-based retrovation: revival of local practices, craft traditions, or regionally embedded know-how
· Place-to-place knowledge transfer and recontextualization: how technologies and “old” knowledge are “rediscovered” elsewhere and re-evaluated in new local contexts
· Recombination across time: how historical and contemporary knowledge elements interact in innovation processes
· Futuring and imaginaries: how visions of the future draw on (selective) histories
· Methods for studying innovation temporalities (historical analysis, archival work, oral histories, genealogies, sequence analysis, process tracing, etc.
