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Overview
How can creative industries connect and catalyse change in our coastal regions? Our coasts are a rich source of natural and cultural assets replete with places people value, visit and choose to live in. Yet our coastal communities are some of the most overlooked, challenged and deprived in the country. Creative industries and cultural investment have the potential to create a step change for coastal communities, to diversify their economies and enhance their cultural assets. They also present an opportunity for innovation in imagining, designing and creating new futures. This requires the development of new skills, workforces and ways to engage communities such as storytelling, placemaking and immersive. 

The panel will bring in a range of different perspectives and experiences to consider how cultural and creative assets in coastal regions can catalyse new futures. The panellists will discuss different approaches, bringing expertise from projects, organisations and programmes from across the UK.

Session aims and objectives

· To explore how creative industries connect and catalyse change in our coastal regions 
· To hear from a range of different creative industries and cultural organisations that have developed innovative and creative projects and practice across the UK coastal regions
· To understand what innovation looks like and the role for digital and createch
· To identify the role of partnerships, collaborations and how to work across city, civic and industry stakeholders
· To identify common approaches that could be transferable across the national context
· To establish what investment and policy change is needed and how this links with broader impacts on economic development creative industries growth.


