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Overview
Food systems are facing growing pressures in transitioning towards more sustainable and inclusive ways of functioning. Such transition is a compelling area of investigation and interest for scholars and policy practitioners alike for many reasons that might shape our way of thinking about similar transformations in other industries. First, food systems are complex and sit at the interface between numerous filieres and value chains (agriculture, food transformation, food equipment, distribution, retail, service and more); second, being mature, especially in its agricultural component, it risks being locked-in to ways of functioning, institutional configurations, and mental models that might constrain this much needed transition, as recent protests by farmers in Europe show.
Addressing the transition, thus, requires the acquisition of new knowledge, competences, skills and governance for clearer support pathways, supply chain collaboration and improved consumer insights as it reveals uneven capacities to adapt and transform in different regions, in different segments of food systems. Small farmers, agri-food SMEs and other ‘marginal’ actors along local food value chains are particularly exposed to the potential shocks and disruptions brought about by food systems transformation, as they often operate under tight resource constraints while being required to cope with increasingly demanding sustainability alignments, food safety standards, and digitalisation challenges. At the same time, many regional food systems display significant resistance to change, not only among producers and intermediaries, but also within institutional and governance arrangements. Such resistance risks reinforcing territorial inequalities and excluding regions, as well as vulnerable actors, from emerging development trajectories. This session addresses the role of place-based innovation and regional policies in fostering inclusive transitions and in mitigating marginalisation and resistance in food systems.
Session Aims and Scope
We welcome theoretical, methodological and empirical contributions that examine how regional innovation and development policies can effectively accompany transformation processes in food systems, particularly those characterised by fragmentation, institutional inertia and uneven capabilities. 
Relevant contributions may address:
• policy instruments and governance arrangements supporting small and marginal actors in sustainability, food safety and digital transitions;
• knowledge diffusion, learning processes and relational infrastructures facilitating change;
• the sources and implications of resistance to change in regional food systems;
• place-based approaches enabling inclusive and territorially embedded food system transformation.
