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Overview
This session explores how public procurement can become a powerful lever for shaping innovative, resilient, and inclusive regional futures. There is a growing recognition that procurement is not merely a transactional function but a strategic tool for mission‑oriented innovation, local economic development, and long‑term capability building. When aligned with regional missions, procurement can stimulate new markets, strengthen local supply chains, and support SMEs and social enterprises. Stronger institutional capacity enables regions to use procurement to drive innovation in areas such as net zero, health, mobility, and digital transformation.
Objectives and Scope
The session aims to highlight the shift from risk‑averse, compliance‑driven procurement cultures toward more adaptive, learning‑oriented approaches (e.g., pre-market engagement, outcome‑based specifications, and innovation partnerships). 
We welcome contributions
- showing the importance of developing procurement skills, cross‑sector collaboration, and shared intelligence across local authorities, universities, anchor institutions, and industry. 
- showcasing how regions are using procurement to stimulate new technologies, support local SMEs, and accelerate mission‑led innovation.
- examining methodological approaches to data and indicators demonstrating the value of place‑based strategies e.g. who benefits, who participates, and how procurement can reduce regional disparities.
