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Overview
Regional innovation policies have undergone a transformative turn, shifting from broad-based support toward normative, future-oriented approaches that aim to steer development toward desirable societal outcomes. Frameworks such as challenge-oriented innovation, and sustainability transitions increasingly emphasize the performative role of visions, narratives, expectations, and imaginaries in shaping regional trajectories. Scholars highlight possibilities for purposive agency in regional path development, countering deterministic views of path dependency. 

However, critical questions remain insufficiently examined: whose futures are being imagined and institutionalized? How do these future-oriented strategies interact with existing power structures and spatial inequalities? What are the distributional consequences of innovation-led transitions?

Session Aims and Scope
This special session focuses on the politics and practices of future-making in regional innovation policy within the context of digital and green transitions. Drawing on economic geography, innovation studies, transition studies, and critical policy analysis, we examine how regions imagine, contest, and materialize innovation futures, and critically assess gaps between policy aspirations and realized outcomes. 

We invite theoretical, methodological, and empirical contributions addressing conceptualizations of innovation imaginaries; futuring methods and practices in regional governance; twin transitions and ecosystem development; politics of inclusion and exclusion in future-making; spatial unevenness and territorial justice; roles of universities and intermediaries; and implementation challenges and policy failures. Cross regional comparisons and critical perspectives are particularly welcomed.
