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WELCOME to the 53rd European Muscle Conference 
We are pleased to announce that the 53rd European Muscle Conference 2026 will take 
place in Vienna, Austria at the University of Vienna.  

The scientific programme will cover a broad spectrum of muscle research, ranging from 
molecular structure to whole body physiology and pathophysiology, with a particular focus 
on current advances and future directions in the field.  

Keeping with the EMC tradition, we aim to provide an inspiring environment that fosters 
both the meeting of experts in a wide range of specialist topics and interdisciplinary 
dialogue. We would also like to highlight the Young Investigators Symposium, organized by 
the ESMR-Early Careers Association.  

This symposium will offer PhD students and early-stage postdocs the unique opportunity 
to present and discuss their work with peers and established researchers. It will take place 
on the morning before the official opening of the conference. 

Keynote speakers and the full scientific programme will be announced in due course. We 
warmly invite you to join us in Vienna for the EMC 2026 and look forward to welcoming you 
for an exciting and inspiring meeting.  

 

Kristina Djinovic Carugo  
Professor at the University of Vienna 
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Sponsoring: 
The following institutions and companies have provided generous sponsorship for our 
meeting, and we wish to thank them for their support: 

 

AGADA Biosciences Inc. 
https://www.agadabio.com/  

Optics11 Life  
www.optics11life.com   
 

Aurora Scientific 
https://aurorascientific.com/ 

Curibio  
www.curibio.com 
 

Cytokinetics 
https://cytokinetics.com/ 
 

Edgewise Therapeutics 
https://edgewisetx.com/ 
 

Microsynth AG, Switzerland 
www.microsynth.com 

 

  
 

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE MEETING ! 
Organizing committee: Kristina Djinovic-Carugo, Elisabeth Ehler, Attila Kiss, Xaver König, 
Lilli Winter 

ECA Committee: Franziska Koser, Maicon Landim-Vieira 

Local Committee: Diana Fritz, Iris Gruber, Sabine Huisman, Stasa Milusic, Nino Racel, 
Claudia Schreiner, Alexandra Wassipaul 

Conference Coordinator: Kristina Djinovic 

Scientific Program: Organizing committee 

  

https://www.agadabio.com/
http://www.optics11life.com/
https://aurorascientific.com/
https://www.curibio.com/
https://cytokinetics.com/
https://edgewisetx.com/
http://www.microsynth.com/
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TRANSPORTATION 
The University of Vienna Biology Building (UBB) is located at Djerassiplatz 1, 1030 Vienna in 
the St. Marx area.  

Public Transit Options 

• Subway: Line U3 to stop Schlachthausgasse  

• Tram: Line 18 to stop Viehmarktgasse or Line 71 to stop St. Marx. 

• Bus: Line 74A to stop Viehmarktgasse. 

 

• Arriving from Vienna International Airport 

• Take the Railjet train directly to Hauptbahnhof station. From there take tram 18 to 
stop Viehmarktgasse. 
Note that because the airport is outside the city limits, you need an extra ticket 
extension if you already have a Vienna public transit pass.  

• The City Airport Train (CAT) is a direct express service connecting Vienna 
International Airport non-stop with the central transit hub Wien Mitte. From there 
you can take the bus 74A to the UBB. 
Important Route Update: Due to major rail network renovations in the city, between 
September 7, 2026, and October 31, 2027, the CAT will temporarily operate as a 
high-quality premium bus service rather than a train. To maintain fast travel times, 
they are bumping up service frequency to every 12 minutes in each direction. 

Download info folder from airport VIE to city center here 

Please also check information on Getting around in Vienna 

We recommend installing the WienMobilApp on your mobile.: 
https://www.wien.info/en/travel-info/transport/wienmobil-365934 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.univie.ac.at/en/about-us/opening-hours-and-locations
https://www.cityairporttrain.com/en
https://www.oebb.at/dam/jcr:e4ad2e3c-33cb-4a33-8d6a-aaf03113e7a5/folder-naechster-halt-ganze-welt-englisch.pdf
https://www.wien.info/en/travel-info/transport
https://www.wien.info/en/travel-info/transport/wienmobil-365934
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PROGRAMME 
ECA (Sunday): University Biology Building (UBB), 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Main meeting (Monday – Wednesday): University Biology Building (UBB) 

EMC side event (Monday): Visit to the Natural History Museum 

EMC conference dinner (Tuesday): Boat trip on the Danube 

 

GOOGLE MAP LOCATIONS OF THE ABOVE VENUES 

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

  Boat  

 

  

 

 

 

 

University Biology Building (UBB): Djerassiplatz 1, 1030 Vienna 

 

Natural History Museum: Burgring 7, 1010 Vienna 

Trip on the Danube: Handelskai 265, 1020 Vienna 
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REGISTRATION TIME AND LOCATION 
Date:   Sunday, 6 September, 2026 

Time:  2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Location: University Biology Building (UBB): Djerassiplatz 1, 1030 Vienna 

 

FLOORPLAN 
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SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 
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MEETING SCHEDULE IN DETAIL 
 
 
SUNDAY, 
September 6, 2026 
 

10:00 am – 
2:00 pm 
University 
Biology 
Building, HS1 

ECA  
(Early Career Association) 

Annika J. Klotz, University of 
Muenster, DE; 
Theresa K. Hofmann, 
University of Muenster, DE 

Emrulla Spahiu, 
Hannover Medical 
School,DE; 
Philipp Galuska, 
University of Vienna, 
AT 

2:00 pm – 
4:00 pm 

EMC Registration 
Iris Gruber 
Sabine Huisman 

4:00 pm – 
4:15 pm 

EMC Opening Session Vice Rector 
Manuela Baccarini 

4:15 pm – 
5:15 pm 

EMC Keynote Talk 
Eric P Hoffman 
Binghamton 
University 

5:15 pm – 
7:30 pm 

EMC Welcome Reception 

7:30 pm – 
9:30 pm 

ECA Side Event 
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MONDAY, 
September 7, 2026 

9:00 am – 
10:30 am 
University 
Biology 
Building, HS1 

 
S01: Regulation of 
Contraction by Thick and 
Thin Filament 

 
Chair: Malcolm Irving 
King’s College London, UK 
Co-Chair: Neil Kad, University 
of Kent, Canterbury, UK 

Invited speaker: 
Luca Fusi  
King’s College, 
London, UK 
Invited speaker: 
Neil Kad University 
of Kent, Canterbury, 
UK 

  Contr. talk: Weikang Ma, 
Illinois Institute of Technology, 
US 
Contr. talk: Belinda Bullard, 
Department of Biology, 
University of York, UK 

 

10:30 am –  
11:00 am 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
 
11:00 am – 
12:30 pm 

 
S02: Excitation-
Contraction Coupling 

 
Chair: Bruno Allard 
University Bernard Lyon, FR 
Co-Chair: Xaver König, 
Medical University Vienna, AT 

Invited speaker: 
Elena Lilliu, Medical 
University of Vienna, 
AT 
Invited speaker: 
Marta Campiglio, 
Medical University of 
Innsbruck, AT 

  Contr. talk: Theresa Hofmann, 
Universitätsklinikum Münster, 
DE 
Contr. talk: Vincent 
Jacquemond, CNRS-Univ Lyon 
UMR5261 - Inserm U1315, FR 

 

 
12:30 pm – 
2:00 pm 
 

 
Lunch and Poster Session 1-6 

 

 
2:00 pm – 
3:30 pm 

 
S03: Cytoskeleton 

 
Chair: Elisabeth Ehler 
King’s College, London, UK  
Co-Chair: Nicole Dubois, 
Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai, NY, US 

Invited speaker: 
Henk Granzier 
University of 
Arizona, Tucson, US 
Invited speaker: 
Nicole Dubois 
Mount Sinai, NY, US 

  Contr. talk: Matthew Stroud, 
King’s College London, UK 
Contr. talk: Mónika Gönczi, 
University of Debrecen, HU 

 

3:30 pm – 
4:00 pm 

Coffee Break 
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4:00 pm – 
5:30 pm 

 
S04: Muscle Structure 

 
Chair: Mathias Gautel  
King’s College, London, UK 
Co-Chair: Alicia Peschel 
Max Planck Institute of 
Molecular Physiology, 
Dortmund, DE 
 

Invited speaker: 
Charlie Scarff 
University of Leeds, 
UK 
Invited speaker: 
Roberto 
Dominguez 
University of 
Pennsylvania, US 

  Contr. talk: Alicia Peschel, 
Max Planck Institute of 
Molecular Physiology, 
Dortmund, DE 
Contr. talk: Aditya Aniruddha 
Sane, IBDM Marseille, FR 

 

Grab a snack before you leave for the Museum 
5:30 pm – 
6:30 pm 
Natural 
History 
Museum, 
Burgring 7, 
1010 Vienna * 

 
 
Transfer to Natural 
History Museum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30 pm – 
8:30 pm 

EMC Side Event Visit to the Natural History 
Museum 
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TUESDAY, 
September 8, 2026 

9:00 am – 
10:30 am 
University 
Biology 
Building, HS1 

 
S05: Data Science in 
Muscle: from -omics to 
Physiology 

 
Chair: Manuel Mayr 
Imperial College London, UK 
Co-Chair: Isabel Martin, 
Universität Konstanz, DE 

Invited speaker: 
Manuel Mayr 
Imperial College, 
London, UK 
Invited speaker: 
Marcus Krueger, 
University of 
Cologne, Germany, 
DE 

  Contr. talk: Alexandra 
Winant, University of 
Copenhagen, DK 
Contr. talk: Cinzia Barresi, 
Medical University of 
Vienna, AT 

 

10:30 am – 
11:00 am 

Coffee Break 

 
11:00 am – 
12:30 pm 

 
 
S06: Muscle Energetics 

 
Chair: Sergej Pirkmajer 
University of Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, SLO 
Co-Chair: Natasa Nikolic, 
University of Oslo, NO 

Invited speaker: 
Eili Tranheim Kase 
University of Oslo, 
NO 
Invited speaker: 
Nejc Umek 
University  of 
Ljubljana,  
Medicinska 
fakulteta, SLO 

  Contr. talk: Jana Disch, 
IMSB Universität Stuttgart, 
DE 
Contr. talk: Maria Jolanta 
Rędowicz, Nencki Institute 
of Experimental Biology, 
Warszawa, PL 

 

12:30 pm – 
2:00 pm 

Lunch and Poster Session 7- 10 

 
 
2:00 pm – 
3:30 pm 

 
 
S07: Muscle 
Mechanobiology 

 
Chair: Giancarlo Forte, 
King’s College London, UK 
Co-Chair: Matt Stroud,  
King's College London, UK 

Invited speaker: 
Dominic del Re 
Rutgers New Jersey 
Medical School, US 
Invited speaker: 
Giancarlo Forte 
King’s College 
London, UK 

  Contr. talk: Annika J. Klotz, 
University of Muenster, DE 
Contr. talk: Luuk Kemna, 
Amsterdam University 
Medical Centre, NL 

 

3:30 pm – 
5:00 pm 

INDUSTRY and ESMR 
Meeting 

Presentations given by 
AGADA Biosciences Inc, 
Curibio and Optics11Life 
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Grab a snack before you leave for the Conference Dinner 

5:00 pm – 
6:30 pm 
Reichsbrücke 
DDSG, 
Handelskai 
265,  
1020 Vienna * 

 
 
Transfer to the Boat trip on 
the Danube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm – 
9:30 pm 

 
EMC Conference Dinner 

 
Boat trip on the Danube 
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WEDNESDAY, 
September 9, 2026 

9:00 am – 
10:30 am 
University 
Biology 
Building, HS1 

 
 
S08: 
Cardiomyopathies 

 
Chair: Gavin Oudit 
University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, CA 
Co-Chair: Attila Kiss, 
Medical University Vienna, AT 

Invited speaker: 
Gavin Oudit 
University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, 
CA 
Invited speaker: 
Attila Kiss Medical 
University Vienna, 
AT 

  Contr. talk: Callum Dark, 
Murdoch Children's Research 
Institute, Melbourne, AU 
Contr. talk: Wolfgang Linke, 
University of Münster, DE  

 

10:30 am – 
11:00 am 

Coffee Break 

 
 
11:00 am – 
12:30 pm 

 
 
S09: Skeletal 
Myopathies 

Chair: Lilli Winter 
Medical University, Vienna, AT 
Co-Chair: Andreas Roos, 
University Duisburg-Essen, DE 

Invited speaker: 
Andreas Roos 
University Duisburg-
Essen, DE 
Invited speaker: 
Alessandra 
Ruggieri 
Fondazione IRCCS 
Istituto Neurologico 
Carlo Besta, Milan, 
IT 

  Contr. talk: Fernando 
Ribeiro, Uppsala University, 
SE 
Contr. talk: Patryk 
Konieczny, Adam Mickiewicz 
University, PL 

 

12:30 pm – 
1:30 pm 

Lunch 

 
1:30 pm – 
3:00 pm 

 
S10: Innovations in 
Human Disease 
Models 

Chair: Francesco Saverio 
Tedesco 
UCL/Francis Crick Institute, 
London, UK  
Co-Chair: Alexandra Dorn, 
Amsterdam UMC, NL 
 

Invited speaker: 
Francesco Saverio 
Tedesco, 
UCL/Francis Crick 
Institute, London, 
UK 
Invited speaker: 
Lavinia Ginistrelli  
IMBA, Vienna, AT 

  Contr. talk: Ana Isabel 
Antunes Gonçalves,  
Medical University of Vienna, 
AT  
Contr. talk: Tania Incitti, 
AstraZeneca AB, SE 

 

3:00 pm – 
4:00 pm 

Closing Session and Awards 
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POSTER SESSIONS 
All posters will be displayed on both Monday and Tuesday. Poster presentation times will 
take place on the following days at the times listed in the meeting schedule: 

 

Monday Poster Session 1-6 

 

Poster Session 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session 2    
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Poster Session 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session 4 
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Poster Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session 6 
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Tuesday Poster Session 7-10 

Poster Session 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Poster Session 8 
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Poster Session 9 
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Poster Session 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVER VIENNA 
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DISCOVER VIENNA 
Vienna blends imperial elegance with a comforting, down-to-earth food culture. Think 
coffeehouse rituals, golden Wiener Schnitzel, slow-simmered Tafelspitz, airy pastries like 
Apfelstrudel, and rich Sachertorte. Add in lively heuriger wine taverns pouring fresh local 
wine, and a modern dining scene that’s world-class yet relaxed. 

Classic Viennese kitchen: 

Figlmüller: Wollzeile 5, 1010 Vienna: Famous, plate-sized schnitzel; book ahead. 

Plachutta: Wollzeile 38, 1010 Vienna: Benchmark Tafelspitz with classic sides. 

Gasthaus Pöschl: Weihburggasse 17, 1010 Vienna: Cozy spot for schnitzel and seasonal 
dishes. 

Coffee & sweets: 

Café Central: Herrengasse 14, 1010 Vienna: Grand café culture; try the pastries and a 
melange. 

Cafe Demel: Kohlmarkt 14, 1010 Vienna: Historic confectioner; strudel and cakes. 

Café Sacher: Philharmoniker Str. 4, 1010 Vienna: Original Sachertorte experience. 

Modern & creative: 

Steirereck im Stadtpark: Am Heumarkt 2A, 1030 Vienna: Contemporary Austrian, 
exceptional produce; reserve early. 

Mraz & Sohn: Wallensteinstraße 59, 1200 Vienna: Inventive tasting menus with a playful 
edge. 

Konstantin Filippou: Dominikanerbastei 17, 1010 Vienna: Sleek, seafood-forward fine 
dining. 

Wine taverns (Heuriger) in the vineyards: 

Mayer am Pfarrplatz: Pfarrpl. 2, 1190 Vienna or Heuriger Wolff (19th): Rathstraße 46, 1190 
Vienna: New wine, cold platters, and a garden setting. 

Quick bites: 

Würstelstand Bitzinger (Albertina/Prater) Albertinapl. 1, 1010 Vienna: Grab a Käsekrainer 
with a beer. 
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Zum Schwarzen Kameel: Bognergasse 5, 1010 Vienna: Open-faced brötchen and a glass of 
wine at the bar. 

Excursion Tips:  

Donauinsel: The Donauinsel is Vienna’s largest recreational area and offers green spaces, 
bathing coves, and numerous sports and leisure facilities: 

https://www.wien.info/de/sehen-erleben/familien/outdoor/donauinsel-344706 

Nussdorf: The location is a popular starting point for hikes and cycling tours into the 
vineyards and up to Kahlenberg: 

https://www.stadtbekannt.at/spaziergaenge/nussdorf-heiligenstadt/ 

Kahlenberg: offers one of the best panoramic views over the city and the Donau, and is a 
popular destination for strolls, hikes, and bike rides: 

https://www.wien.info/de/lebenswertes-wien/parks-gruenflaechen/kahlenberg-337912 

Leopoldsberg: it is a prominent viewpoint hill and a popular destination for hikers, who 
often ascend via the steep Nasenweg (Stadtwanderweg 1a): 

https://wirinwien.blog/leopoldsberg/  

Riesenrad: The Vienna Giant Ferris Wheel in the Prater is a landmark oft he city. Built in 
1897, it stands about 65 meters tall and offers a slow, panoramic view of Vienna from its 
historic wooden gondolas: 

https://wienerriesenrad.com/ 

„Dritte Mann“- Tour: The Third Man Tour takes you to original locations from the classic 
film „The Third Man“ in Vienna, with insights into the postwar era and film history. The 
highlight is a guided tour of the Vienna sewers: 

https://www.drittemanntour.at/ 

https://www.wien.info/de/sehen-erleben/familien/outdoor/donauinsel-344706
https://www.stadtbekannt.at/spaziergaenge/nussdorf-heiligenstadt/
https://www.wien.info/de/lebenswertes-wien/parks-gruenflaechen/kahlenberg-337912
https://wirinwien.blog/leopoldsberg/
https://wienerriesenrad.com/
https://www.drittemanntour.at/
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