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National Perinatal Epidemiology Centre (NPEC)

Audit and Research Centre
The NPEC is based in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, UCC in Cork University Maternity Hospital.

We are a team of consultants, midwives, epidemiologists, administrators and audit coordinators and is directed by Professor Richard Greene .

Strategic Goals

e To translate outcome data for mothers and children into improved
clinical practice

e To act as an independent source of advice for the HSE

e To publish annually an analysis of national perinatal data

e To develop research thematic areas in the perinatal space

e To encourage the development of the MN-CMS

e To establish appropriate expert sub-committees to assess and
review material and sign off on reports, e.g. maternal morbidity,
perinatal mortality, births defects

e To enhance public and patient involvement in NPEC activities and
to foster awareness of NPEC outputs amongst patients and the

Establishment of the Centre announced in
Dail Eireann on 8t March 2006 by then Minister for Health and
Children, Mary Harney T.D.

Every time a mother gives birth in Ireland, the important
interventions, the good outcomes and the complications are
recorded and analysed at a national specialist centre. Unusual
trends are easily and quickly observed and most importantly acted
on. NPEC continues to build on its existing portfolio of audit and
quality review.’
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very low birth weight babies and therapeutic hypothermia in Ireland. f,/ _\a,. \\,ﬁ [/ Person '\
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Audit of Perinatal Mortality as the second audit to be quality assured by the NCEC. NCEC H"“\ //’” \ s L /
endorsement mandates that the appropriate services engage with the National Clinical Audit e e e
of Perinatal Mortality, thereby superseding all other national clinical audits on the topic. 7 | \y f,;-f/Severe \ ﬁ e d\.ﬂ, ,.f";atem;‘x

= The NPEC works in collaboration with all 19 maternity units. Ei*’;?ji’, !: ':,,_ thf;Ei | ':; Home Births ;' H Death

= At local hospital level, the NPEC provides customised feedback to individual hospitals on how R‘M g_;”“ “‘ /'j a‘\h /’ | R“KETQU? ';
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= Online databases ensure the highest quality data collection, producing cleaner anonymized f’/jfeizf;ﬁ;m \ / verytow \ / mid Trimester\‘x
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= The NPEC have always strategically aimed to close the audit loop and in the annual reports \ ’”"m;‘;?:;”t f x /,-*"’ ‘ yf
make recommendations that are shared with stakeholders. LN S SN v
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| monitoring and escalation of outliers and for national reporting.
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. .' . ; All audits have a governance committee to oversee and guide the audits.
J . : : , = ' Currently we have 65 representatives on governance Committees and 101
: ey . il m 2021 . . . .
2 4 . ‘ "30-°  Major obstetric audit coordinators across maternity services.
2008 2010 2014 2015 2017 - @emerage  1a The NPEC host a multidisciplinary study day on the third Friday of January.
fﬁ?:if?; s.eu;re E»gggema] VeryLowBirth Robson10Groups 2019 = Patient & Public involvement is at the heart of what we do at the NPEC. One
National valorobstertc TRERCAO o Pulmonary of our main strategic goals is to have public representation on all our
Clinical Haemorrhage Embolism
remes: 2011 - 2013 governance groups.

The NPEC encourages the use of its data for research purposes. It is the

NPEC's policy that all requests for data for research purposes be considered by clinicalaudit
a committee, termed the "Data Access Committee". It is the NPEC’s policy to patientsafety
- have transparency in the decision-making process; in this regard, details of g m quality
projects for which access has been granted will be published on the NPEC

website

Please contact us at npec@ucc.ie should you be interested
in collaborating with us.

University College Cork
Email: npec@ucc.ie

@NPEC UCC

maternityservices
behindthenumbers

https://www.ucc.ie/en/npec/
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