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Background

• I have written to editors and publishers about >900 articles in women’s 
health.  

• Concerns included implausible time-lines and effect-sizes, 
discrepancies between publication and trial-registration, data-copying 
from other articles, plagiarism and wrong statistics. 

• 226/262 (86%) of cases were Retraction or Expression of Concern
• For time reasons, I will not discuss the content of the cases, but just 

process
• The formal response numbers are reported to this meeting as abstract 

OP20.3 (Tuesday 4pm Banqueting Hall).



Editors copied me in while writing to authors, 
suggested a letter-to-the-editor, named me in 

the retraction message or published my name in 
an editorial. 



Fawzy 2008 Arch Gynecol Obstet Ismail 2016a Int J Gynaecol Obstet



Assiut University found that the data correlates 
with the results and any similarities with other 
studies is mostly due to chance.
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Corrections
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Author with retracted paper

Corrections BMC pregnancy childbirth

18 retractions

2 retractions





COPE relies on the institute of the 
problematic authors



Dr Sherief Abdel-Salaam





9 retracted articles



the Quality Assurance Unit, Faculty of Medicine, Tanta University 

(Quality.assuranceunit@med.tanta.edu.eg) and the Dean of the Faculty with a 

request for investigation in line with COPE (https://publicationethics.org ) 

guidelines.  Other than errors in the number of patients recorded in Table 1 and 6 of 

EJGH 2020, 32:1042–1045 to be covered in an erratum, the Quality Assurance Unit 
concluded they do not have any concerns about the articles and the authors,

mailto:Quality.assuranceunit@med.tanta.edu.eg
https://publicationethics.org/
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None of the cases  flagged in institutes in 
Canada, China, Egypt, Iran, India, 
United Kingdom and Italy resulted 

in a serious investigation.



P=0.0493

P<.0001

P=0.0306
P=0.0028

0.033

With the journal since November 2022
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Table 1 in both studies is identical (yet they report on different patient populations)

Casini 2006 
Unfer 2004b 

With the journal since august 2023
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I have been accused of being a racist by numerous authors from 4 
countries 

Multiple authors complaining at my university 

20 of my own papers have been accused of fabrication and investigated, 
all without any finding of wrongdoing (one correction).
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………..saying my best friend is black or the 

love of my life is Muslim no longer washes as it 

did in the days of the Klu Klux Klan.



Anonymous complaint against be at AHPRA accusing me of racism
This complaint was accompanied with an attachment spreadsheet 
that I only had shared with Basky at the time.
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Please be aware that these investigations are confidential and 
often lengthy, so I may not be in touch with you again for some 
time.
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I have asked advice from the committee for 
publication ethics (COPE) in five series of cases 
about evident fabrication that was not dealt with in 
reasonable timelines. Despite evident fabrication, 
publishers state after years ‘they are looking for a 
statistician’ or that ‘a case is complicated as the 
author is not sharing data’. COPE subsequently 
confirmed this was all according to their guidelines.
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My conclusion: 

• The COPE post-publication system is broke

• Women and children pay the price
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