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What are hijacked journals?

* Hijacked journals represent a type of cyber-crime.

* Fake websites that use the titles, ISSNs, and metadata of established
journals

* Multidisciplinary and open access journals
* Lack of peer review

* The published results are often based on low-quality or dishonest
research practices.

* Hijacked journals collect fees and this cybercrime is a million dollar
business
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Turkish Journal of Physiotherapy and
Rehabilitation is the official peer-reviewed
scientific jeurnal of the Turkish
Physiotherapy Association. Itis abbreviated
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publishes three issues at April, August and
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open access journal and all rights of the
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Medical Index.
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A . Editorial statement

Linguistica Antverpiensia

Editorial statement EINTEHERED
Callfor papers (4-2005)

Linguistica Aniverpiensia, New Series, is the journal of the Hoger Instituut voor Verialers en

Tolken, Hogeschaol Antwerpen. It is an annual publication devoted o the study of language, Editorial and advisory

transtation and cutture, with a special focus on translation in its many oral and written board

manifestations. The joumnal is not bound to any particular school of thought or acadermic

cE Curent issue

Former issues
Translation is understood to be a dynamic concept, a form of intercultural communication
which has strong roots in cognitive and linguistic processes, but als in the society and Orders
culture that preduce it. Indeed. it is conceived as an integral part of the production and
reproduction of culture in the broadest sense.

Download articles
(requires password)

Each issue of Linguistica Antverpiensia centres on a different theme, in order to reflect the
giversity of what is considered to be transiation, and to offer an open forum for a wide range
of scholarly approaches of a theoretical, methodological or deseriptive nature, While providing
them with a unitying focal point.
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Why are hijacked journals so successful?

e Targeting print-only journals
* Legitimate journals do not have proper website

e Registering an expired domain of the journal
e Such a strategy allows hijacked journals to keep the link to the homepage in
bibliographic databases
* Hacking the original website of the journal
* the website of the authentic Talent Development and Excellence was hacked in 2020

* Indexjacking: compromising the data of the original journal in indexing
databases
* Web of Science- individual cases
 Dimensions — DOI fraud
* Scopus is mostly affected



Research question

* There is no systematic record of hijacked journals that are indexed in

Scopus
* Scopus has been mentioned in numerous cases of papers indexed from
hijacked journals.

* The goal of this paper is to bridge this gap by conducting a systematic
analysis of hijacked journals in Scopus.
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Results

* At least 67 hijacked journals that have penetrated Scopus since 2013

e 33 journals indexed unauthorized content in Scopus and 23 compromised the
homepage link in the journal's profile, while 11 did both

* As of September 2023, 41 hijacked journals are still compromising the
data of legitimate journals in Scopus.

* As of May 2024, 9 journals are still present in Scopus



Unauthentic content indexed in Scopus
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P. Krishnan & Dr. C. Baskaran (Librarian & Research Supervisor), Alagappa University, Karaikudi - 630 003
M. Manthiramoorthi, Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Abishekapattai, Tirunelveli - 627012
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Since September 2023 more journals
detected
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Scopus deleted the links
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f Article
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Hifik Southwest Jiaotong
University
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i Article « Open access
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PRETERM LABOR: A PROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS Laddad, M., Patange, R.P. , 34(1s), pp. 21-25
Show abstract v [link&see]7  Related documents
Article « Open access
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Challenges

Share of nonauthorized content indexed in 2021 as a share of total
journal articles in Scopus indexed in 2021 (by mid-May 2021)

* Misleading of scholars Jr—
* Bias of scientometric indicators

India

Malaysia

* Legitimization of unreliable
pa pe rS Indonesia

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

* Spillover effect

e Citations HO Library on COVID-19

t[fll Scarchfl Footer|B]

COVID-19 :
N 5 . A
g”y Global literature on coronavirus disease o

World Health
Organization

Title, abstract, subject

Stress level among nurses during covid-19 pandemic

Ambulkar, A. A.; Joshi, S. G.; Mistry, M.. 8 print
[Annafs of the Romanian Society for Cell Biology ; 25(4):10277-10284, 2021. |
Article in English | Scopus | ID: covidwho-1224468 <> XML




Reaction from Scopus

* Elsevier “started a thorough investigation of the journals in question,
their homepage URLs, and indexed articles”

* “Maintaining the integrity and high-quality, curated content indexed
on Scopus is of paramount importance to us”

e Links were deleted in December 2023

SCIENCEINSIDER = SCIENTIFIC COMMUNI Y

Leading scholarly database listed hundreds of
papers from ‘hijacked’ journals

Scopus is giving suspect, non—peer-reviewed papers unwarranted legitimacy, researchers say

5 DEC 2023 - 5:35 PMET - BY JEFFREY BRAINARD

i

 Journal

 HEDA



Conclusions

* A challenging problem of hijacked journals
* Challenge for scholars to detect authentic journals

* Challenge for research evaluation
* Papers from hijacked journals can be included in evaluation

* Lack of transparency in Scopus
* Papers are deleted from Scopus but this is not documented
* Legitimate journals are punished for the wrongdoing of legitimate journals

e Scopus should have a proactive policy towards hijacked journals
e Currently Scopus has only reactive position (sometimes no reaction at all)
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