




Crusades of 

the Middle 

Ages

Transatlantic 

slave trade

Cultural and 

biological genocide 

of Indigenous 

people in the 

Americas

Expulsion of 

the Moors 

and Jews 

from Spain 

Loss of epistemologies 

ontologies, 

cosmologies, 

languages etc.







“Look a negro!”



The path of 

self-

determination 

is restricted 

to people who 

have 

power 





Castro Gomes
  





In a global health project a graduate student 
from the Global South related to a local 
investigator how local healthworkers and lab 
techs on the study were becoming anxious and 
had begun to seek new positions when they 
overheard senior Global North researchers 
express concerns about funding that would pay 
their salaries being exhausted. Local lab workers 
and techs were not directly addressed about 
the issues and did not feel part of the team 
enough to raise their concerns openly. Instead 
they were considering quitting the project



Not communicating, 
Failure to understand research funded positions in 
research projects are precarious jobs in precarious 
environments
Assuming that local peoples’ views do not need to be 
taken in account and people to not have the agency to 
participate in decision making.



Applications from 

Cape Town Statement 
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Horn L, Alba S, Gopalakrishna G, Kleinert S, Kombe F, Lavery JV, Visagie RG. The Cape Town Statement on fairness, equity and 

diversity in research. Nature. 2023 Mar;615(7954):790-793. doi: 10.1038/d41586-023-00855-y. PMID: 36964255.





“I shall be derelict… I leave 

methods to the botanists 

and the mathematicians.  

There is a point at which 

methods devour 

themselves ”

(Fanon)

Naidu T (2024) Epistemic disobedience–
Undoing coloniality in global health research. PLOS
Glob Public Health 4(4): e0003033. https://doi.org/
10.1371/journal.pgph.0003033









Watch me as I decolonise

Undress

Seek redress

I am going to regress

Be irrational 

Be subjective

Look at me

You will see

That I cannot be known

Through method

I am not based in evidence

I am not quantifiable

Theory does not drive me

I am not a man

I am dark 

Not white

I will not be replicated.

You will not clone me.

I am not parsimonious

I am not generalisable 

therefore…

I am not valid 

I am a foreigner in my own 

territory 

Yet, I have value,

My unique vantage point.

I will not let White, Male, 

Science

Cloud my lens 

Block my view

So difficult to do 

When most white men 

Are taller than you 

NOT MY SCIENCE 

Painting by South African artist Reggie Khumalo



ΕΥΧΑΡΙΣΤΏ
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