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Founding fathers, 2013

Mikhail Gelfand, bioinformatics
Sergey Parhomenko, journalist
Andrey Rostovtsev, physicist
Andrey Zayakin, physicist
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Dissernet’s objectives

* To help improve the ethics and quality of science, in
Russia at first

* The name originates from the first step of work —
looking for the plagiarism in dissertations

* As of today:
- total dissertation plagiarism cases found 13315

- complaints sent to VAC 2525
- sci. degrees deprived 1608



ical expertise by Disserne
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One of rectors of universities in Russia with plagiarized
dissertation
Anatoly Alexandrov (before 2021)

Anekcanapos Anaroaraid Arexcanapoead (2005). Tadaama 3aHMCTBOBAHHH
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Reports by Dissernet (see web site)

e Rectors of Russia
 Empirical data’s manipulation in published reports

* International journals in Scopus and WoS:
translational plagiarism and Russian authors

e Russian journals and publication ethics

* On candidates for Expert committees of Higher
attestation commission

 Structure, volume and key players of Russian
dissertation-making industry



Which science?
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Economics journals connected to dissertation councils
and falsified dissertations
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Muxaun Cokonos.



Detection of publication
misconduct

* Improvement of algorithms of plagiarism detection

* Detecting the plagiarism of images
* Detecting the plagiarism of numerical data

* Covering other publications:
* Plagiarism in Russian journals

* Translated plagiarism
» Detection of authorship’s markets
* Detection of the hijacked journals (Anna Abalkina)



Changing focus
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Detection of publication
misconduct

* Detecting the plagiarism of numerical data
Sometimes plagiators are smart in masking the data
in the plagiarized tables, by changing the last digits
etc.

* Images, graphs are transformed and automatic
recognition is still a problem

e Dissertation fabrics are connected to the article
fabrics and authorship market

* Plagiarism and data fabrication tend to be
connected with bad study design and study of
‘alternative’ ideas/matters



Influence of Dissernet

* Far beyond Russia — countries of former USSR still
have number of people with dissertations defended
in USSR and post-USSR Russia.

- scandals, Uzbekistan (https://rus.ozodi.org/a/32924828.htm|)
Also Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Poland etc.

* Analysis of the plagiarism with translation naturally
led us to the international journals’ catchment
area, we enjoy fast growing number of retractions

here and there



We believe that science may not rely exclusively on
the extinct whistleblowers, occasional findings, and
activities of rare science sleuths.

Research misconduct should be systematically
detected and exposed
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