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Does not talk about aging.

Does not talk about lifespan.

Does not talk about longevity.

Both talk about cancer.

Both appear in journal


Aging-US.



Aging-US has been growing rapidly.
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Aging-US changed its focus.

Aging-US
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Is Aging-US close to research paper mills?



compile 56 lists of suspected

paper mill products

n=25,420 publications 

Is Aging-US close to research paper mills?



Journal Citations

OncoTargets and therapy 254

International journal of molecular sciences 252

Cancer management and research 206

Journal of cellular and molecular medicine 183

Aging-US 170

Biomedicine & pharmacotherapy 164

Life Sciences 164

Oncology letters 162

Cancers 160

Ranking journals by citations toward suspected paper mill 
products retrieves Aging-US.
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The National Science Library of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences placed Aging-US on their journal warning list.



Smut Clyde observed that formally independent publications in Aging-US 
share the same ruler.

https://forbetterscience.com/2021/05/17/the-ruler-of-the-aging-papermill/



Aging-US has been extraordinarily supportive 
of exciting directions within geroscience.
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sponsors early stage conferences

Aging-US has been extraordinarily supportive 
of exciting directions within geroscience.
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Hero of the story: Reese Richardson 
https://reeserichardson.blog/
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On fall 2025 
job market
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OncoTarget is the biggest de-indexed biomedical journal. 

de-indexed from Web of 
Science, MEDLINE, etc.
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Same small publisher



Aging-US and OncoTarget are organizationally close.
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Aging-US uses OncoTarget 
emails in their outreach.

Aging-US and OncoTarget are organizationally close.



Many authors of Aging-US also published in OncoTarget.
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Aging-US articles that cite suspected paper mill products 

disproportionally cite OncoTarget.

% of citations

%
 o

f 
c
it
a
ti
o

n
s
 a

m
o

n
g

 a
rt

ic
le

s
 t

h
a
t 

c
it
e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 p

a
p

e
r 

m
ill

 p
ro

d
u
c
t



Aging-US articles that cite suspected paper mill products 

disproportionally cite OncoTarget.

% of citations

%
 o

f 
c
it
a
ti
o

n
s
 a

m
o

n
g

 a
rt

ic
le

s
 t

h
a
t 

c
it
e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 p

a
p

e
r 

m
ill

 p
ro

d
u
c
t



Aging-US articles that cite suspected paper mill products 

disproportionally cite OncoTarget.

% of citations

%
 o

f 
c
it
a
ti
o

n
s
 a

m
o

n
g

 a
rt

ic
le

s
 t

h
a
t 

c
it
e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 p

a
p

e
r 

m
ill

 p
ro

d
u
c
t



2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Year

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

OncoTarget

Aging-US
P

u
b

lis
h

e
d

 a
rt

ic
le

s

journal hopping



Is OncoTarget/Aging-US special?
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ARDA offers Journal Publication Services.



Over the years, ARDA offered different journals.
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redundancy

Over the years, ARDA offered different journals.
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Over the years, ARDA offered different journals.

Resilience against 

de-indexing
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Does de-indexing help?
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Does de-indexing spread bad science?
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Does de-indexing spread bad science?

What to do beyond de-indexing?



Reese Richardson Spencer Hong Jennifer Byrne Luis Amaral

https://amaral.northwestern.edu

https://thomasstoegerlab.org

Everyone who flagged suspected 

paper mill products, especially: 


Anna Abalkina, Elisabeth Bik,


Guillaume Cabanac,  Leonid Schneider, 


Retractionwatch, Smut Clyde, Tiger BB8

NIH K99/R00AG068544 (funding)


