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Introduction

This document presents the range of sponsoring opportunities associated with the European Congenital
Heart Surgery Association for the year 2026.

For ease of reference, information in this document is organized in the following sections:
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About ECHSA 8§

The aim of the European Congenital Heart Surgeons Association (www.echsa.org) is to advance surgery for
congenital heart defects, to improve the treatment of patients with congenital heart disease in Europe, and by
all means promote the research and treatment related directly or indirectly to congenital heart diseases,
irrespective of the patient’s race, religion, origin, wealth, or other discriminative factors. For realization of this
aim, the Association carries on research of surgery for congenital heart diseases, and organizes courses,
seminars and conferences for congenital heart disorders. To support these ECHSA activities, the Association
receives donations, grants and sponsorships.

ECHSA Events

ECHSA organizes its Annual Scientific Meeting each Spring, and may also organize additional specialized
courses and seminars. Every 4 years since 2004, ECHSA has been organizing a Joint Meeting with the Congenital
Heart Surgeons’ Society (www.chss.org), which is ECHSA's “sister” association in the United States.

Traditionally, ECHSA Meetings were open only to the Members of the Association. However, since the 2017
Annual Meeting held in Leicester-UK onwards, all ECHSA Meetings are open to the entire congenital heart
scientific community. This creates a unified platform for everyone involved in the care of patients with
Congenital Heart Disease to participate and exchange experiences: cardiologists, cardiac surgeons,
anesthetists, intensivists, pathologists, researchers, perfusionists, nurses and medical technicians, all are most
welcome.

The Scientific program includes “best and worst” case presentations and discussions, surgical video sessions,
pro and con controversy discussions, advanced clinical research presentations, specialized invited lectures,
state-of-the-art symposia and industry workshops.

In response to increased demand for virtual educational programs, as the COVID pandemic remains an
inhibitory factor for hosting physical events, the ECHSA set up a platform with its Secretariat, CONVIN SA, to
host its events for as long as there are related restrictions. The platform, a state-of-the-art experience by itself,
offered enhanced interaction opportunities and various branding and placement options. Through this
platform, ECHSA has organized its 2021 and 2022 Annual Meetings in a virtual environment.

Time has now come for ECHSA to go back on track with live, face to face meetings. The 2026 ECHSA Annual
Meeting will thus take place in Leuven, Belgium, at the The Irish College in full physical format. Information are
posted on the meeting website http://www.echsa2026.org/, as well as on the ECHSA official website

www.echsa.org
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ECHSA Leadership L]

The business of the Association is taken care by the Board, which is elected in the annual general meeting.

Operation of the ECHSA Congenital Database and coordination of ECHSA's research projects are handled
respectively by the Database Committee and the Research Committee.

Membership and admissions to the Association is supervised by the Membership Committee.
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ECHSA Board

President: Attilio Lotto (Liverpool, United Kingdom)
Secretary General: Massimo Padalino (Padua, Italy)
Treasurer: Tommi Patila (Helsinki, Finland)
Members: Jurgen Hoérer (Munich, Germany)

Jeffrey Jacobs (Gainesville FL, United States)
Sara Arrigoni (Leiden, Netherlands)

Matej Nosal (Bratislava, Slovakia)

Julie Cleuziou (Munich, Germany)

Tomasz Mroczek (Krakow, Poland)

ECHSA Congenital Database Committee
Chair: George Sarris (Athens, Greece) - Database Director
Co-Chair: Eleytherios Protopapas (Athens, Greece)
Treasurer (ex-officio): Tommi Patila (Helsinki, Finland)
Technical Director: Zdzislaw Tobota (Warsaw, Poland)
Members: Boulos Asfour (St. Augustin, Germany)
Tjark Ebels (Amsterdam, Netherlands)
Simone Speggiorin (Leicester, UK)
Jurgen Hoérer (Munich, Germany)
Andrzej Kansy (Warsaw, Poland)
Vladimiro Vida (Padua, Italy)
Sara Arrigoni (Leiden, Netherlands)
Associate Members: Kisaburo Sakamoto (Shizuoka, Japan)
Haibo Zhang (Shanghai, China)
STS Representative: Jeffrey Jacobs (Gainesville FL, United States)
AEPC Representative: Thomas Krasemann (Rotterdam, Netherlands)
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ECHSA Membership

/s
@

ECHSA Members are distinguished pediatric heart surgeons from all over Europe and the world.

Membership is constantly expanding, representing more and more countries across the globe. At the moment,
there are 122 members from 34 countries.

ECHSA Contributors @

In addition to the scientific meetings organized by ECHSA on a regular basis, the Association’s contribution to
the advancement of Pediatric Heart Surgery revolves around two major projects: ECHSA Congenital Database
(ECDB) and ECHSA Multi-Institutional Studies.

ECHSA collaborates closely with the most significant scientific associations in the field of Congenital Heart
Disease, with which joint meetings are frequently held:

« CHSS (Congenital Heart Surgeons’ Society)

« WSPCHS (World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery)

« AEPC (Association for European Paediatric and Congenital Cardiology)

The official Journal of ECHSA is the World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery (WJPCHS,
http://journals.sagepub.com/home/pch), which is also the official journal of CHSS and WSPCHS.

ECHSA Congenital Database

Participation in the ECHSA Congenital Database is a major benefit of Membership. An important aim of the
founding members of ECHSA was to collect data on the outcomes of Congenital Heart Surgery procedures
across Europe, thereby making possible comparison of results and identification of risk factors, as well as
targeting research activities. This required good quality data obtained on a large scale from numerous
European congenital cardiothoracic surgery units, as well as data validation and verification. Such data
collection allows risk stratification and helps define optimal surgical treatment for certain subsets of patients.
It is hoped that this effort will contribute to improved early and late survival, as well as improved quality of life
for surgically treated patients with Congenital Heart Disease across Europe.

The European Congenital Heart Surgeons Foundation, which was established in 1992 and obtain legal entity
as the European Congenital Heart Surgeons Association in 2003, created the European Congenital Heart
Defects Database (ECHDD), precursor of today's ECHSA Congenital Database (ECDB).

Today, the immediate aim of the ECDB is to collect data relating to treatment of patients with congenital heart
disease, including diagnoses, risk factors, surgical and other procedures, as well as early and, eventually, long-
term outcome.

The ECDB is accessed on an Institutional Level, with an annual fee required. There are currently 410 registered
centers from 86 countries.

Further information and documentation are available at the dedicated ECHSA Congenital Database website
http://echsacongenitaldb.org/


http://echsacongenitaldb.org/

Sponsorship Prospectus

ECHSA Multi-Institutional Studies

ECHSA Multi-Institutional Studies are planned and organized by initiatives from individual Members, and
coordinated by the ECHSA Research Committee. The research plans are discussed, refined, approved, and their
progress monitored at the Annual Meetings. They constitute an extremely powerful way of pooling together
the experiences of a great number of centers on the treatment of important and often rare conditions. The
ECHSA Multi-Institutional Studies have produced outstanding research papers, published in prestigious
international peer-reviewed journals. There are always several ongoing multi-institutional studies, which, upon
completion, will be presented at major scientific meetings and then submitted for publication.

Published and Ongoing Studies, as well as New Proposals and Ongoing Joint Studies are available on the
ECHSA website http://www.echsa.org/scientific-projects

& Why sponsor ECHSA

ECHSA is a fast-growing Association, with members currently from 34 countries around Europe and across
the globe. ECHSA Membership, Database Access, and Annual Meetings are receiving major recognition
internationally, and are well sought after by medical professionals in the field of Congenital Heart Disease, and
by related Industry.

The emergence of the ECHSA Congenital Database as the most important global Congenital Database, the
ECHSA Multi-Institutional Studies which continue to be published in the most prestigious scientific journals
in the field, and the newly open-to-all nature of ECHSA’s Annual Meetings, all can promise Sponsors and
Supporters of ECHSA effective exposure to the world of congenital heart disease and pediatric cardiac surgery.

Also, as of January 1, 2018, the World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery is the Official
Journal of ECHSA, which aligns the Association with both the Congenital Heart Surgeons’ Society and the World
Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery, and reinforces ECHSA’s collaboration with these sister
Societies into the future.

Since 2016, CONVIN S.A. (www.convin.gr) has been assigned as core PCO of the Association, handling all its
promotion, event management and administrative support; on behalf of the ECHSA Board, we will be happy
to provide you with any information regarding levels and benefits of ECHSA Association Sponsorship.

Supporting Membership is granted to organizations showing interest in the Association and willing to support
its goals, on a regular basis. Support Membership admission is to be decided exclusively by the Board.

Sponsorship packages

Association sponsorship packages are offered as add-ons to the 2026 ECHSA Sponsorship opportunities.
Please advise the appropriate section for benefits awarded per activity and level of support.

Application for Sponsorship

Applications for Sponsorship must be made in writing using the enclosed Booking Forms, which should be
sent at sponsors@echsa2026.org.
Please read carefully the Terms and Conditions applicable.
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Q" Presenting the ECHSA 2026 Annual Meeting

Key information

Event: 2026 ECHSA Annual Meeting
Dates: 18-20 June 2026

Format: Physical event

Venue: The Irish College, Leuven, Belgium
Website: www.echsa2026.org

Important dates

Abstract submission deadline: Apr 15, 2026
Early registration deadline: Mar 16, 2026
Authors’ registration deadline: May 5, 2026

Registration
EARLY FEE LATE FEE ONSITE FEE
CATEGORY until Mar 16 Mar 17 to Jun 17 Jun 17 onwards & on-site
ECHSA Members 300 € 350 € 400 €
Non-ECHSA Members 400 € 450 € 500 €
Trainees 150 € 200 € 200 €
Nurses / Perfusionists 50 € 75 € 75 €
Students gratis gratis gratis
Additional Industry staff (sponsors only) 300 € 300 € 300 €

Please visit the ECHSA 2026 website for entitlements and requirements for each registration category.

Reasons to attend

- Expose your company's brand to a great number of world experts in the field of Congenital Heart Surgery
- Enhance your strategic position in the market

- Exchange ideas on latest developments, trends and innovations

- Establish new collaborations and create new business opportunities with your existing clients

- Launch new products and services
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ECHSA 2026 Preliminary Program

Thursday, June 18 2026

12.00 - 14.00

14.00 — 14.10h
14.00 — 14.05h
14.05-14.10

14.10 - 14.30h

14.30 - 15.30h
15.30 - 16.00h
16.00 - 17.30
17.30 - 19.00

Friday June 19, 2026

Wet Lab

The Decellullarized Homograft
Opening Session - Welcome Address
Welcome by the Local Host
Welcome by the ECHSA President
Invited Lecture

‘What surgeons should avoid in creating the Fontan circulation’
Modes of Fontan Failure

Coffee break

Chronic Heart Failure

ECHSA Board Meeting

8.30 — 10.00h

10.00 - 10.30h
10.30 - 12.00h
12.00 - 13.00h
13.00 - 13.30h

13.30-14.30
14.30 - 15.00h
15.00 - 16.30h

Abstract Session |

Coffee

Abstract Session I

Lunch

Invited Lecture

Use of Hybrid Stage | to stratify between single and biventricular repair
Best and Worst Case Session

Coffee

Abstract Session Ill

Saturday, June 20, 2026

8.30 - 10.00h
10.00 - 10.30h

10.30 - 11.00h
11.00 - 12.00h
12.00 - 12.30h
12.30 - 13.00h

Abstract Session IV

Invited Lecture - Bob Anderson

“"Richard Van Praagh; the importance of cardiac pathology”
Coffee

Data Base and Research Session

ECHSA Presidential Address

ECHSA Business Meeting

Closing ceremony - Adjourn
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Opportunities for Major Sponsors

Sponsorship Packages for Major Sponsors

2026 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

ENTITLEMENTS

o . GOLD SILVER BRONZE
High visibility of sponsor logo throughout the Meeting
10.000 € 7.500 € 5.000 €
Exhibition
Exhibition Area
open exhibition space (including orientation) & additional benefits as 12 sq.m. 6 sq.m. 6 sq.m.
described in the relevant -exhibition opportunities - section
Priority in selection of Exhibition space 15t 2nd 3rd
Complimentary Industry staff Registrations 3 3 1
Major sponsor’s acknowledgement in reception area signage v v v
(under relevant category)
Sponsored sessions
60 min. Hands-on Workshop 4 - -
20 min. Industry Lecture 1 1 -
Advertising / Branding
Sponsor’s acknowledgement (logo) in the Meeting e-Program, v v v
website and newsletters
Sponsor’s Company profile in the e-Program 300 w. 300 w. 100 w.
Inner-page advertisement in the e-Program 2 pages spread 1 full 1 full
Insert in Meeting e-bag 3 2 1

ASSOCIATION ADD-ONS (additional benefits available — supplementary costs)

GOLD SILVER BRONZE
ECHSA Database*
v Access to selected packages of anonymous data from the ECHSA
Congenital Database 5.000 € 7.500 € 10.000 €
v Acknowledgement as Database Sponsor on the ECDB website
ECHSA Website
Sponsor’s ac.kn.owledgement on ti'le Assoc'iation website Spc?nsors’Area Complimentary 1000 € 2000 €
as an Association Sponsor (logo linked with sponsor’s website)
. . , N
Promotional banner on the ECHSA website Sponsors’ Area 500 € 1000 € 1500 €

* Previous confirmation of sponsor’s acknowledgement add-on required

* Obtaining the ECHSA Database Supporter add-on results in recognition as

of both the ECHSA Association and 2026 Meeting.
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@ Other Sponsorship Opportunities

ITEM ENTITLEMENTS COST
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Company Brand on Meeting App
MEETING APP The smartphone app provides a complete and interactive overview of the Meeting,

including the scientific program, venue maps & social interaction. It also provides 4.000 €
delegates with the option to create a personalized program, view e-posters,
communicate with other delegates & exhibitors (through messages or video calls).

Exclusive sponsorship

SPONSORED SESSIONS

INDUSTRY 60 min. Hands-on session
HANDS-ON In parallel hall, outside program hours 5.000 €
Upto?2 Industry speakers’ bookings are the sponsor’s responsibility
INDUSTRY LECTURE 20 min. Sponsored presentation

In plenary hall 2.500 €
Upto5

Industry speakers’ bookings are the sponsor’s responsibility

ADVERTISEMENT/ BRANDING

E- PROGRAM 2 pages spread advertisement 1.500 €
ADVERTISEMENT 1 full page advertisement (inner page) 1.000 €
Unlimited 1 half-page advertisement (inner page) 600 €
CSR INITIATIVE Upon

Opportunity to connect your brand with a CSR Initiative

Unlimited discussion

Entitlements for all Sponsors
« Logo on the Meeting website with hyperlink to sponsor’s website
e Acknowledgment in the Meeting e-program

@ Exhibition Opportunities
cosT

4 m? open exhibition space (including orientation)

1 complimentary exhibitor staff registration

Power supply 500 watt 3.600 €
Cleaning of communal areas

Carpeting and additional services are to be covered by the exhibitor.

ANENENEN

SPACE ONLY PACKAGE

Rental fee per additional m? 600 €

Entitlements for all Exhibitors
« Logo on the Meeting website with hyperlink to exhibitor's website
e Acknowledgment in the Meeting e-program

12




Sponsorship Prospectus

Exhibition General Information

The Exhibition Area comprises Exhibition Stands, e-Posters and Coffee Break areas.

The Exhibition will showcase the most advanced products and services and provide the opportunity to meet
with scientists and researchers from around the world.

Application for Exhibition Space (Exhibitors)

Applications for exhibition space must be made in writing using the enclosed Exhibition Booking Form which
should be sent to sponsors@echsa2026.org

Upon receipt of the Exhibition Booking Form, the Organizers will send a confirmation and a contract which
should be signed and returned, accompanied by a 50% deposit payment.

Allocation of Exhibition Space
Space Allocation will be made on a “first come, first served" basis according to receipt of a signed contract and
deposit. Please note that three alternative choices should be clearly indicated on the Exhibition Booking Form.

Exhibition Rental Fee and Additional Services

The exhibition rental options along with fees and entitlements are listed in the above table.

All additional requirements (such as decoration, lighting, furniture, etc.) should be ordered separately and will
be supplied at extra cost.

Exhibitor Registration
« Exhibitor staff must be registered and will receive a badge displaying the exhibiting company’s name.
« One (1) complimentary exhibitor registration is provided per 6 m? of exhibition space.

Official Main Constructor and Non-Official Constructors

« The Official Main Constructor is the Professional Congress Organizer, CONVIN S.A.

+ Exhibitors may appoint any competent constructor to design and construct their stand. The Organizers
reserve the right to reject any construction or design they deem inappropriate.

» Any contracting company must obtain consent and access permission from the Organizer. The Exhibitor is
responsible for submitting Constructors’ Details to the Organizer, in order for the appointed constructing
company to receive permission and access to the conference venue.

» Please note that there is no storage area available in the Meeting venue. Exhibitors are responsible for
informing their constructing company that after the conclusion of stand set up and dismantling, any
remaining items and equipment must be removed from the venue.

Security for the Exhibition Space

Security will ensure that only appropriately registered delegates and authorized contractors have access to the
venue. However, the Organizers cannot be held responsible for any loss, theft or damage to exhibitors’ stands
or goods. All goods are left at the Exhibition Area at the exhibitor's own risk.

Exhibitors’ Manual

The Exhibitors’ Manual will be released by early May 2026. It will include technical details about the Venue &
Final exhibition details and information.
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s General Terms & Conditions

How to apply
Major Sponsors, Exhibition packages and all Exclusive sponsorship items are offered on a first-come first-served
basis.

To apply for any sponsorship item, please fill in the appropriate form enclosed and send it at
sponsors@echsa2026.org

Next steps

Upon receipt of your expression of interest form, ECHSA Association Management Company & Core-PCO
(Convin SA) will send:

- a confirmation along with a contract which should be signed and returned, and

- a proforma invoice for a 50% deposit payment.

Please note that a “first come first served” basis will apply to all sponsorship options. Once a Sponsorship
Booking Form is received, the Organizers will send a contract and reserve the requested items for 7 working
days. Please return the signed contract by email, along with the receipt of payment of the deposit, for final
confirmation of your sponsorship.

Terms of Payment

- All sponsorship fees are subject to VAT (at current rate on date of invoicing), unless EU legislation to the
contrary is applicable.

- Upon signing of the Sponsorship Agreement Contract, payment terms apply as follows:
e 50% deposit for the contract validation
o full settlement till 20 May, 2026

- In case payment commitments are not fulfilled prior to the commencement of the Meeting, the Organizers
reserve the right to proceed with cancellation, subject to cancellation fees.

- Credit cards are accepted. For AMEX cards, an additional 4% card fee will apply. For payments by bank
transfer, bank charges will be the responsibility of the payer.

Didn’t find what you need?

Looking for something different? If the sponsorship opportunities outlined in this brochure do not fully match
your corporate objectives, we are open to suggestions. To find out more about sponsorship opportunities or
to address your specific inquiry, please contact sponsors@echsa2026.org

Cancellation Policy

Cancellations must be made in writing to ECHSA Association Management Company & Core-PCO (Convin SA)
at sponsors@echsa2026.org

Cancellation charges will be as follows:

« Cancellation received until 19 April 2026 50% of the amount due will be kept as fee
« Cancellation received from 20 April to 6 May 2026 70% of the amount due will be kept as fee
+ Cancellation received 7 May 20265 onwards 100% cancellation fees apply
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ECHSA 2026 Meeting Guidelines @

In order to improve the organizing aspects of the Meeting and ensure the highest quality standards, the
Professional Congress Organizer requires that the following guidelines are respected:

> The technical services provided for all sessions of the ECHSA 2026 Annual Meeting will be managed by the
official AV company; any other potential supplier proposed by the sponsoring companies will be taken into
account only if the official AV company is unable to meet the same requirements.

» Communication agencies called to manage the exhibition or any other aspect of the Meeting on behalf of
the sponsoring company, are requested to submit the draft project to the Professional Congress Organizer for
final approval.

> The distribution of corporate promotional material is forbidden outside of the relevant area of the exhibition
stand.

= All food & beverage services provided during the Meeting, in any area of the Venue, can be delivered only
by the official supplier of the venue. Requests should always be made directly to the Professional Congress
Organizer.

= All suppliers (of goods and services) must be provided for and approved by the Professional Congress
Organizer.

= Use of the Meeting and/or Societies’ logo is always, and in all cases subject to written approval by the
Professional Congress Organizer (prior authorization of the ECHSA).

All sponsoring companies are kindly requested to abide by the Guidelines listed above.

Phishing Awareness

You are strongly advised to be alert for unauthorized agents who may contact you directly by email or phone,
offering their services. CONVIN S.A is the only authorized agency for the ECHSA 2026 Annual Meeting, as the
officially appointed Association Management Company & Core-PCO.
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Contact us

ECHSA Association Management Company & Core-PCO
CONVIN S.A.
G. convin 29 K. Varnali street, 152 33 Chalandri, Athens, Greece

T: +30 210 6833600 | w: www.convin.gr

For 2026 Meeting Issues related to:

Sponsorship & Exhibition:
E: sponsors@echsa2026.org

Registrations and/or Hospitality Services:
E: registration@echsa2026.org

General Queries:
E: secretariat@echsa.org

For ECHSA Association issues

E: secretariat@echsa.org
Attn. Mr. Panayotis Pantazis
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www.echsa2026.org
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Leuven
Belgium

See yow v Lewven uin June 2026!




