
STATUS OF THEMATIC AREAS 1 & 2

TA-1: Polarimetric and multi-frequency SAR applications

TA-2: Interferometric SAR applications

TA-1: Ake Rosenqvist (JAXA/soloEO) , Klaus Scipal (ESA ESRIN)
TA-2: Cathleen E. Jones (NASA JPL), Björn Rommen (ESA ESTEC)



Thematic Areas created to support the Working Groups with 
cross-cutting issues concerning science & application 
requirements and observation planning.

• Thematic Area 1: Polarimetric and multi-frequency 
SAR applications 

• Thematic Area 2: Interferometric SAR applications
• Thematic Area 3: Program and mission coordination

Int’l SAR Mission 
Coordination

WG 1 
Present & Near-Future 
Systems

WG 2
(Far) Future Imaging 
Systems

WG 3
Data Exploration

TA 1
Polarimetric & Multi-
Frequency SAR 
Applications

TA 2
Interferometric 
SAR Applications

TA 3
Programme & Mission 
Coordination

Int’l SAR Coordination: Thematic Areas

Present & Near-Future SAR systems (2020s)
• Task: Identify SAR coordination actions that could be taken in the near/mid-term that will 

improve science/applications overall

Future SAR Imaging Systems (2030+)
• Task: Identify and prioritize the long-term (2030+) goals and objectives for SAR coordination –

the ‘Game Changers’ for the respective science disciplines. 
• Consider novel trends, e.g. bistatic constellations – tandem or companion satellites; micro-SAR 

systems, etc.



• Bi-monthly TA-1/2 coordination calls
• Pres @ LPS22, IGARSS’22, IGARSS’21
• Short Review Paper on SAR obs req for IGARSS’21 

White Paper (peer rev.) planned for 2023
• Online Survey launched in October 2021

• 78(?) responses / 12 science areas thus far
• Survey still open – please contribute!

TA activities 2021/2022

IGARSS 2021, FR3.O-5-3. 
doi.org/10.1109/IGARSS47720.2021.9553966https://esa-survey.limequery.org/654789?lang=en

https://doi.org/10.1109/IGARSS47720.2021.9553966
https://esa-survey.limequery.org/654789?lang=en


Thematic Area 1 Splinter

Polarimetric & multi-frequency SAR 
applications 

Session organisers:
Ake Rosenqvist (JAXA)  
Klaus Scipal (ESA)

Thursday Sept 29; 14:45-17:45 
Room: James Cook



Thematic Area 2 Splinter

Interferometric SAR applications

Session organisers:
Cathleen Jones (NASA JPL)                                
Björn Rommen(ESA)

Thursday Sept 29; 14:45-17:45
Room: Magellan



TA-1 & TA-2 Seed Questions for the splinter sessions: 

1. Identify one to three SAR coordination actions that could be taken in the near/mid-term 
(current and near future SAR missions) that would improve science/applications for your field 
overall.
• What science communities/application areas in your field are presently well served? How/why?

• What science communities/application areas are not well served? For them, what are the missing 
critical elements?

2. Identify and prioritize the long-term (2030+ / not yet defined missions) goals and objectives 
for SAR coordination that would significantly improve your science discipline. 
• Mission parameters

• Data / products
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