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EU-PolarNet´s ambition:

• Sustain an on-going dialogue with the European 

Commission and provide police advice on Polar topics 

• Develop an integrated European Polar Research 

Programme co-designed with all relevant stakeholders

• Design a resource-oriented European infrastructure 

access and usage plan

• Improve and strengthen international cooperation and 

implement the Transatlantic Research Alliance 
17 European countries

22 consortium members

Coordinator: AWI, Germany

Duration: 03.2015 – 02.2020

Budget: 2.2 Mio Euro
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International cooperation

www.eu-polarnet.eu
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Societal relevance of research needs

www.eu-polarnet.eu

Identifying research needs by stakeholder surveys

Policy makers NGO representatives

Business representatives Researchers
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The EU-PolarNet White Papers
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Destilling what is already there….

…and extracting key priorities.

Getting stakeholder input. Clustering input into research priorities.

Getting stakeholder input.

Writing the Research Programme.
EU-PolarNet

Integrated European Polar Research Programme
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Infrastructure access and usage plan
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Ambition of EU-PolarNet 2

Alfred-Wegener-Institut / Michael Fischer (CC-BY 4.0)

• To advance European Polar research actions by 

establishing a sustainable coordination platform

• To support the development of Polar research actions of 

high societal relevance by involving all relevant 

stakeholders

• To support policymaking processes by providing 

evidence-based advice 

• To sustain the legacy of EU-PolarNet by 

establishing a European Polar Coordination Office 

(EPCO)

21 European countries

25 consortium members

Coordinator: AWI, Germany

Duration: 10.2020 – 09.2024

Budget: 3.3 Mio Euro
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Highlights of EU-PolarNet 2
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Transfer of knowledge
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Future of EU-PolarNet

Finalisation of EPCO Work Plan 

Implementation of the EPCO

January 2025 in Umea, Sweden 
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Impact of EU-PolarNet 

• Much closer cooperation with different units of the EC and the Polar 

Community and much better understanding of each others needs

• Better understanding of stake/rightsholder needs and ways of interacting with 

different kinds of stake/rightsholders

• Closer cooperation between national polar programmes and better 

understanding of their structures, ways of funding and modes of operation

• Substantial increase in the scale and ambition of polar research cooperation in 

Europe and internationally
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Thank you very much for your attention

All documents are available at www.eu-polarnet.eu
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