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ABSTRACT

Complex, polymetallic, lower-grade and deeper mineral deposits are forecast to be the future source of the metals and minerals required to decarbonise the global economy. The sustainable and economic extraction of these minerals will require the expert application of geometallurgy across the mining value chain, from concept through to closure.   However, geometallurgy is unique amongst disciplines in that it does not have a broad and deep external ecosystem that extends from academia through research institutes, member-led industry bodies, mining companies, testing laboratories, software developers and consultants. Rather, it is defined by loosely connected pockets of excellence and innovative adaptation.  A new approach to geometallurgy is required if we are to successfully mine the complex orebodies of the future. The substantial technical challenges ahead require a step change increase in collaboration and creativity to leverage collective knowledge and drive innovation. We will need to deliberately nurture the external ecosystems that are required to support and develop geometallurgy into a broad and deep discipline.  

