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Overview

● The Cabinet Office Equality Hub

● Improving ethnicity data quality

● 3 methods of communicating ethnicity data quality:

○ Standards for Ethnicity Data

○ Methods and Quality reports

○ Blog posts

● Rationale

● Details

● 3 important points
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The Cabinet 
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Cabinet Office

Equality Hub

Levelling up opportunities and 

ensuring fairness for all

Sexual orientation DisabilityTransgender identity Ethnicity Social mobility

Equality Data and Analysis Division

Analysing disparities in outcomes for different groups

Sex

Policy areas
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3 ways of 
communicating
ethnicity data
quality
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● Standards for Ethnicity Data

● Methods and Quality reports (MQRs)

● Blog posts



Rationale
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● Ethnicity data - high profile and sensitive

● Vital our work is trusted

● Emphasise our trustworthiness:

○ User engagement

○ Meet user needs

○ Adding value

○ Sharing expertise



Trust
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● Demonstrate:

○ Statistical leadership

○ Thought leadership

● Gives us authority

● Positive feedback

● Better outcomes



Standards
for
Ethnicity
Data
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● Describe good practice in ethnicity 

data:

○ collection

○ analysis

○ reporting

● Government departments/public 

organisations

● Improve data quality



Standards
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Standards
for
Ethnicity
Data
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● Content:

○ harmonisation

○ Not using BAME

○ Increasing representation

○ Self-reporting

○ Controlling for other factors

○ Reporting on missing ethnicity



MQRs
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● How to interpret and use data

● What we are doing to improve ethnicity data

● Data quality issues for specific ethnic 

groups



MQRs
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● Summarise issues

● Provide recommendations

● Considered, definitive pieces



Blog posts
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● Impress on users importance of different 

data quality aspects

● Harmonisation especially, but also…

● International differences

● Using someone’s name to assign ethnicity



Blog posts
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● Quick, dynamic

● Demonstrate progress in quality 

improvements

● Narrative



3 key 
points
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1
Outputs package up EDAD’s wider thinking on 

data quality issues

2
EDAD demonstrates leadership and 

expertise through them

3 Increase trustworthiness



Thank you!
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