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Context

CSO strategic goal of “data 
stewardship”

Link to increased provision of 
data services to statistical 

system

Promote value of 
harmonised data supported 

by quality metadata

Provide guidance and 
support on use of standards
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CSO Metadata portal – Metadata.cso.ie
2 elements:

1. External view of CSO Colectica repository:
Contains metadata content for all CSO surveys including questions 
used, concepts being measured, code books, etc

2. Resource for accessing CSO Data standards:
Provide detailed metadata to assist in harmonising how core 
concepts are used across the national statistical system
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Colectica Content

Overview of all CSO 
metadata in production

Central question bank 
to enable reuse of CSO 
questions

Download survey 
forms, code books, 
quality reports

Manage version control 
and metadata time 
series
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Colectica – Download in multiple formats
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Data Standards – Promote harmonisation 
Siloed data across government Departments

Need harmonised concepts to improve comparability and integration 
of data 

Facilitated by common data standards

Promote data standards on metadata portal

Encourage use through supported implementation and API’s
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Data Standards

• Standards available for Marital Status and Full-time/Part-time 
employment

• Standards awaiting sign off for Sex, Gender, Sexual Orientation, 
Religion, Ethnicity, Country, County, Local Authority, Household 
relationship, Main activity status

• Focus on concepts which are core to emerging policy issues 
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Progress & next steps

www.metadata.cso.ie

Launch new Portal – End of 
June 2024

Continue to add content & 
develop new standards

Focus shifting to 
supporting CSO & 
departments to implement 
standards

New demand from users 
for catalogue of national 
data assets

Examining feasibility of 
developing this and hosting 
on www.metadata.cso.ie

http://www.metadata.cso.ie/


Thank you.
Questions?
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