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Wildfire risk communication via news Media:
balancing journalists’ approaches and scientific credibility
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Effective exchange of reliable information between managers,
practitioners policy makers, researchers and the public facilitates:

* Public risk awareness and acceptance

* Public engagement with risk reduction activities

* Appreciation of the positive role of fire (where relevant)
* Realisation of having to ‘live with some fire and smoke’
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' ‘ B o Reach of communications

Scientific papers

Reports

Policy briefs

White papers
Specialist magazines

TV, online and print
media

Highly specialized audience:
e research community

* some science journalists
e some scientific advisers

Targeted specialist audience:
* practitioners

* policy makers

* some academics

e some science journalists

e some scientific advisers

Everyone engaging with news
* practitioners

* policy makers

* some academics

* some science journalists

e some scientific advisers

100-1000’s

>1000’s (?)

1000’s-millions
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Scientific papers Highly specialized audience: 100-1000’s
e research community
* some science journalists _
e some scientific advisers —

Reports Targeted specialist audience: >1000’s (?)
Policy briefs e practitioners
White papers e policy makers

Specialist magazines ¢ some academics
e some science journalists
* some scientific advisers

TV, online and print  Everyone engaging with news 1000’s-millions
media * practitioners

* policy makers

* some academics

* some science journalists

e some scientific advisers
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...BUT:

only “10% of academics in UK are willing and active in working with the media”
(Evans 2019, Academic Experts and The Media)
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...BUT:

only “10% of academics in UK are willing and active in working with the media”
(Evans 2019, Academic Experts and The Media)

* Lack of interest (‘not my role’)
* Perception of not having sufficient expertise
* Avoiding risk of misrepresentation and loss of credibility

e Lack of relevant media training
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is very different to reports or scientific pape

Officials say arson behind most wildfires in northern Spain
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...is very different to reports or scientific papers

Controversial, unprecedented, catastrophic, emotive....

Relevance to the individual reader (e.g. personalised stories)

* Very fast response (within hours or days if lucky)

e Clear and simple messages (e.g. who or what is to blame)
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Donald J. Trump & L J

@realDonaldTrump

There is no reason for these massive, deadly and costly forest
fires in California except that forest management is so poor.
Billions of dollars are given each year, with so many lives lost, all
because of gross mismanagement of the forests. Remedy now,
or no more Fed payments! i ey ,
O 123K 9:08 AM - Nov 10, 2018 oments Ago
. | $ Paradise, California
¢ 131K people are talking about this \ A ’ » , 7

12:03 PM PT
=
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B There is no reason for these massive deadly and costly forest
fires in California except that forest management is so poor.
Billions of dollars are given each year, with so many lives lost, all
because of gross mismanagement of the forests. Remedy now,
or no more Fed payments!

@ lxl )]‘: l)l“,xl )l*:,\"l‘ @ JOIN US? SUBSCRIBE REGISTER

Home

NEWS POLITICS VOICES FINAL SAY SPORT CULTURE VIDEO INDY/LIFE INDYBEST LONG READS INDY100 VOUCHERS MINDS

No Donald Trump, we aren’t going to
have 'great climate; and poor forest

management only plays minor role in
wildfires

As the forest service, fire managers and academics have been crying out loud for years, money could be spent much more
effectively is in fire preparedness and mitigation

Sunday 18 November 2018 12:39 | |
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NEWS POLITICS VOICES FINAL SAY SPORT
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NEWS POLITICS VOICES FINALSAY  SPORT
0 blame

Cristina Santin and Stefan H Doerr

Trump is wrong - poor forest management plays
pinar role inavlidfires
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Journalists usually very keen to report
accurately (but simply)

Often little knowledge of the subject
(e.g. early-career freelance)

Do request to read draft for checking
before publication

If against their policy, ask them to read it
to you
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e Often very little time to prepare
* May be recorded or live and you may not look your best
* You may not see the presenter (black screen)

* You may not get the questions you expected!

e ...0r are saying what you had intended

* If not live, your quotes may be used out of context
 Have a few key messages prepared to draw on
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* Working with journalists can be very stressful, but also rewarding

* Potentially much greater impact than any of your publications

* Be ready for gross simplification and messages to be ‘not quite right’
* Dissemination to the publicis also our duty (our personal view)

* Better you than a non-expert!

Useful links and training: Expertfile

https://expertfile.com/resources/academic-expertsand-the-media-in-the-uk
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* Working with journalists can be very stressful, but also rewarding

* Potentially much greater impact than any of your publications

* Be ready for gross simplification and messages to be ‘not quite right’
* Dissemination to the publicis also our duty (our personal view)

* Better you than a non-expert!

Useful links and training: Expertfile

https://expertfile.com/resources/academic-expertsand-the-media-in-the-uk

Thank you
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