
The conference is partly 
financed by the European Union



Coordination within the national 
statistical system – experiences from 
Denmark

Karin Blix, Chief Adviser, Methodology and Analysis, Statistics Denmark 

Janne Solgaard Kruse, Special Adviser, Management Office, Statistics 
Denmark

The conference is partly 
financed by the European Union



Contents
1. Introduction

2. Developing national guidelines for official statistics

3. Monitoring Compliance with national guidelines

4. Conclusions and way forward

The conference is partly 
financed by the European Union



Intro-
duction

• The update of the regulation 223/2009 in 
2015

• Statistic Denmark started developing 
guidelines for European statistics for the 
Other National Authorities (ONAs) producing 
European statistics. 

• Annual monitoring process of the ONA’s 
compliance with the guidelines for official 
statistics. 

• National Coordination Committee for Official 
Statistics, with the National Statistician as 
the chair. 
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Developing national guidelines for official 
statistics
• The development started in 2015 – first with an internal group of experts in 

Statistics Denmark

• ....then involving representatives from ONA’s

• ....then discussed at the annual meeting in the National Coordination 
Committee

• Guidelines reflect CoP, but is a down scale to accomodate ONAs that don’t 
have statistics production as their core tasks

• First round of monitoring in 2016

• .... revealed very different understanding of the guidelines

• A round of visits to all ONAs was initiated in 2017
• ONAs explained their organizational setups and production processes
• Statistics Denmark explained about the CoP and GSBPM

• Revised national guidelines for European statistics (official statistics after 
revision on the act on Statistics Denmark in 2018)



Monitoring Compliance
• Act on Statistics Denmark: an annual monitoring of 

compliance is implemented

• Compliance is monitored using a self-assessment 
questionnaire annually

• Approximately every five years by a more thorough review of 
the ONA – a peer review

• Self-assessment questionnaire is based on the guidelines 
and deals in with: 
• 1) the institutional framework for the production of statistics, 
• 2) the statistical procedures and 
• 3) the statistical products. 

• Questions are directly based the underlying criteria linked to 
the guidelines. 

• Compliance with selected criteria is mandatory and this is 
stated in the self-assessment form. 



Conclusions and way forward

• The annual monitoring and peer reviews is planned to continue in the 
coming years.

• To follow up on the European peer review actions are also needed to 
• share more good practices and 
• to implement common standards for e.g. quality reporting in the national 

statistical system

• Statistics Denmark could be moving towards more transparency by e.g. 
• future public access to the different review reports that result from peer reviews 

of ONAs and 
• from Statistics Denmark’s internal reviews.

• ONAs with very limited resources dedicated to producing statistics might 
use more resources opn monitoring than is allocated to the production of 
statistics – this must be adressed



Thank you
Karin Blix, kwb@dst.dk

Janne Solgaard Kruse, kru@dst.dk 
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