
Nuclear Physics and Defence 
This talk examines how understanding of the atom was revolu�onised in the early 20th 
Century. As the secrets of the nucleus were unlocked by a succession of Nobel prize winning 
discoveries the possibility of using the energy held in the nucleus led to the largest scien�fic 
project in history up to that point, the successful conclusion of which had repercussions 
which con�nue to this day. 
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