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SCAN ME! 
For more information and registration
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Be a Part of FIGON - LDDC  
Dutch Medicines Days 2026!
Join us on October 7-8, 2026, at the CORPUS Congress Centre in Leiden for Dutch Medicines Days 2026!

This two-day conference brings together researchers, healthcare professionals, and industry experts to 
explore the latest developments in pharmaceutical sciences. It o�ers a platform to share new research, 
exchange ideas, and build collaborations across both regional and international networks.
This year’s theme, “Innovate. Translate. Cure.”, re�ects the conference’s focus on advancing drug 
development through collaboration and innovation. The 2026 edition is organised by FIGON in 
partnership with Leiden Drug Development Conference, (powered by Johnson & Johnson, TNO, Leiden 
University and LUMC) bringing together their shared expertise and commitment to advancing science and 
improving healthcare.

Programme highlights: 

• Plenary talks from leaders and experts in drug innovation and pharmacology 
• Parallel sessions covering the latest research and emerging trends
• Poster presentations featuring innovative work by early-career researchers
• PhD Student Competition showcasing outstanding research from Dutch institutes
• Industry Innovation Slots o�ering companies the opportunity to present their latest developments
• Networking opportunities with professionals from across the drug development pipeline 
• Presentation of the �rst FIGON Douwe  D. Breimer Distinguished Pharmaceutical Scientist Award

For more information and registration: 
www.hyphenprojects.nl/�gon-dmd
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Share, connect and innovate 
at Dutch Medicines Days
The Dutch Medicines Days is all about bringing the community together, and we invite you to play an 
active role in this year’s programme.

Organisations have the opportunity to participate through an Industry Innovation Slot - a dedicated 
speaking opportunity to showcase your latest innovations, share your expertise, and connect with the 
conference audience. Learn more about the Industry Innovation Slots on our website.

Research is at the heart of drug development, and we are proud to showcase research from across 
the �eld through oral abstracts included in the scienti�c sessions and poster presentations. These 
contributions provide an excellent opportunity to share your work with a diverse audience of scientists, 
clinicians, and industry professionals.

Visit our website for more information about the programme and opportunities to contribute.
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PROGRAMME DUTCH MEDICINES DAYS 2026
Preliminary Programme Day 1 - 7 October 2026
09:00 - 09:30 Welcome & Co�ee
09:30 - 10:45 Plenary Opening Programme

Opening by Prof Laura Heitman (Chair of DMD2026) and Prof Klaas Poelstra (Chair of FIGON)
Welcome Speech by Esther Peters, Director of Leiden Bio Science Park
Keynote Presentation by Karla van Rooijen, Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
Keynote Presentation by Prof. Annemieke Aartsma-Rus, Leiden University

10:45 - 11:15 Co�ee Break
Human Diversity in Drug Responses: 
From Insight to Precision Medicine
11:15 - 12:30

From Structural Insight to Therapeutic 
Design
11:15 - 12:30    

Becoming Funding-Ready             
11:15 - 12:30     

From Mechanism to First-in-Human: 
Immunopharmacology Today   
11:15 - 12:30    

Industry Innovation Slots
Leiden Bio Science Park
Anacura
NLO  
11:15 - 12:30                                 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break
PhD Student Competition I
13:30 - 14:45

Next Generation Preclinical Science: AI 
and Beyond
13:30 - 14:45

Lipids and Lipoproteins in Drug 
Discovery and Therapeutic Innovation
13:30 - 14:45

The Netherlands as a Hotspot for 
Clinical Research? From International 
Positioning to Local Feasibility
13:30 - 14:45

Industry Innovation Slots
OncoLize
Pharming
13:30 - 14:45

14:45 - 14:55 Short Break
PhD Student Competition II
14:55 - 16:10

Discovering Your Future: Career 
Opportunities in the Pharmaceutical Field
14:55 - 16:10

From Data To Decisions: Leveraging 
RWD, Virtual Humans, AI and Beyond!
14:55 - 16:10

Pharmacological Regeneration of 
Tissues
14:55 - 16:10

Industry Innovation Slots

14:55 - 16:10 
16:10- 16:30 Co�ee Break
16:30 - 17:45 Plenary Closing Programme

Keynote Presentation by Adam Stoten, Evotec
Keynote Presentation Conny Helder, Health Holland & FAST
FIGON Douwe D. Breimer Distinguished Pharmaceutical Scientist Award

17:45 - 18:45 Networking Drinks
19:00 - 21:00 Conference Walking Dinner @BioPartner 5



8 9

PROGRAMME DUTCH MEDICINES DAYS 2026
Preliminary Programme Day 2 - 8 October 2026

08:30- 09:00 Welcome & Co�ee
09:00- 10:15 Plenary Opening Programme

Opening by Prof Laura Heitman (Chair of DMD2026), Prof Klaas Poelstra (Chair of FIGON) and Prof dr Marlies Reinders (on behalf of LDDC)
Keynote Presentation by Prof. Luc Brunsveld, TU Eindhoven
Keynote Presentation by Audrey Derobertmasure, Paris Cité University

10:15- 10:45 Co�ee Break
Pharmaceutical Sciences in the 
Dutch Sectorplan Bèta-II: Status 
and Future Perspectives
10:45 – 12:00

Innovate: Organoid Technologies in 
Precision Treatment Optimization
10:45 – 12:00     

PharmaNL Infrastructure
10:45 – 12:00

Medicine Shortages in the Netherlands
10:45 – 12:00 

Translational Innovation with 
Industry: From Mechanism to Medicine                     
10:45 – 12:00  

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch Break
Innovation and A�ordability Hand 
in Hand
13:00 - 14:15

Translate: From Research to Improved 
Patient Care
13:00 - 14:15

What Does it Take to Start a Biotech? From Scienti�c 
Discovery to Company Creation
13:00 - 14:15

Oligonucleotides as Treatment 
Strategy
13:00 - 14:15 

LED3: From Collaborative 
Discovery to Novel Therapeutic 
Candidates at Leiden University
14:30 - 15:45

Cure: Innovation in Pharmaceutical 
Patient Care
14:30 - 15:45

Accelerating Academic Therapy 
Development for Rare Diseases
14:30 - 15:45

Lifelong Learning in the Pharma & Biotech Sector
14:30 - 15:45

Talent & Carrière Programma 
Laboratorium Techniek - deel 1
Powered by Johnson & Johnson
14:30 - 16:00 - in Dutch

15:45 - 16:15 Co�ee Break Talent & Carrière Programma 
Laboratorium Techniek 
16:00 - 16:25 - in Dutch

16:15 - 17:30 Plenary Closing Programme
Panel Discussion led by Hans Schikan, Chairman, Board member, TopTeam Life Sciences & Health with Luc Brunsveld, TU Eindhoven, 
Valentyna Starodub, STARoDub, Michel van Agthoven, Johnson & Johnson and Joost Kreijtz, Trained Therapeutix Discovery
PhD Student Competition & Award Ceremony - Top 3 Pitches
Poster Award Ceremony

Talent & Carrière Programma 
Laboratorium Techniek - deel 2
Powered by Johnson & Johnson
16:25 - 17:30 - in Dutch

17:30 - 18:30 Networking Drinks



“If one is involved in drug discovery in the 
Netherlands, the Dutch Medicine Days is the 

conference to attend!”
Attendee 2025
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Conference Dinner
Enhance your DMD experience by joining us for the conference dinner!
Wrap up the �rst day of DMD with an enjoyable evening at our conference walking dinner. On October 
7, from 19:00 to 21:00, we warmly welcome you to BioPartner 5 in Leiden, just a short walk from the 
CORPUS Congress Centre, where the conference is being held.
Places are limited, and attendance is exclusively available to registered conference participants. Be sure 
to reserve your spot soon to avoid missing out!
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SPEAKERS DUTCH MEDICINES DAYS 2026 
Status 24 August 2026 | www.hyphenprojects.nl/�gon-dmd/speakers

Laura Heitman
Dutch Medicines Days

Hans Schikan
Health~Holland

Willem Jespers
University of Groningen

Sipko Mülder
CCMO

Marta Arimont
Amsterdam UMC

Ingrid Dijkgraaf
Maastricht University

Doerine Postma
Dutch Foundation for 
Pharmaceutical Statistics

Klaas Poelstra
FIGON

Cedric Lau
Scheldezoom Farmacie

Laura Windt
Health~Holland

Bart Scheerder
DCRF

Chris Schafer
VU Amsterdam

Natasha Tahir
Leiden University

Mette Heringa
SIR Institute

Annemieke Aartsma-Rus
LUMC

Laura de Jong
LUMC

Stijn Koolen
Erasmus MC

Menno Hoekstra
LACDR

Aldo Grefhorst
Amsterdam UMC

Lourens Bloem
Utrecht University

Maaike Rutten
Erasmus MC

Luc Brunsveld
TU Eindhoven

Lisa Davies
Utrecht University | Trimbos 
Institute

Luc Derijks
MUMC

Miranda van Eck
LACDR

Monique Mulder
Erasmus MC

Merlijn van Rijswijk
Health-RI

Floris Hamel
BOM

Conny Helder
FAST

Je�rey Bajramovic
3Rs Centre Utrecht / Utrecht 
University

Rob ter Heine
Radboudumc

Rob van Wijk
LACDR

Marinus Bouma
O�chem

Rogier Buijsman
Cross�re Oncology

Mirjam Huizenga
Leiden University

Adam Stoten
Evotec

Ester Weijers
Ntrans Technologies

Anne Sinke
Gilead Sciences BENELUX

Tessel Rigter
Amsterdam UMC

Julia Houthuijzen
Netherlands Cancer Institute

Nathaniel Martin
Leiden University

Karla van Rooijen
VWS

Juliëtte van den Noort
CHDR / LUMC

Geert Jan Groeneveld
CHDR

Karim Ra�e
University of Groningen

Hans van Eenennaam
IMMIOS, STANT & Sairopa

Florencia Linero
Anacura

Mario van der Stelt
Leiden University

Marco de Boer
Biotech Booster

Michel van Agthoven
Johnson & Johnson

Esther Peters
Leiden Bio Science Park

Tamara Mocking
LACDR

Marina Trombetta Lima
University of Groningen

Vahid Sheikhhassani 
LACDR

Marlies Reinders
LUMC / Leiden University

Valentyna Starodub
Starodub

Céline Brochot
CERTARA

Erwin van Wijk
Radboudumc

Suzanne Yzer
Radboudumc

Harita Yedavally
FFUND

Siebe Warnars
FFUND

Justin van der Heemst
Biotech Training Facility

Mirjam Heemskerk
LUMC

Diana van der Graaf-Harris
Johnson & Johnson

Achi Haider
Roche

Emily Rayner
TNO

Matthias Barz
LACDR

Selma Pereira Lopes
Johnson & Johnson

Anne Kienhuis
Utrecht University | RIVM

Adinda Diekstra
HAN University of Applied 
Sciences

Carlien Verberne
HAN University of Applied 
Sciences

Thijs Remijn
Leiden Bio Science Park

Aike Jeucken
Pivot Park

Martijn Nolte
ZonMw

Ed Moret
UIPS

Jesse Swen
LUMC

Carla Hollak
University of Amsterdam

Laurence Maes
Johnson & Johnson

Ste�e Peters
Radboudumc

Martine Smit
VU Amsterdam

Audrey Derobertmasure
Paris Cité University | European 
Georges-Pompidou Hospital

Geurt Stokman
TNO

Sabien van der Schoot
InFECT-NL

Sven Stielstra
LIFE Capital

Mathijs de Kleer
NewAmsterdam Pharma

Gali Lesuisse
Pharming Group

Ann Hoeben
MUMC+
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PhD Student Competition 
The annual PhD Student Competition is one of the highlights of the Dutch Medicines Days 
programme. This year, we are honoured to welcome 8 outstanding PhD students from the 
Netherlands. These brilliant minds will present their research done in various pharmaceutical 
and medical �elds to the jury.

Nominated PhD students 2026

• Solaiman Ezzafza�, Amsterdam UMC
• Lisa Ringeling, Erasmus MC
• Fleur Sinkeler, Radboudumc
• Sanne van de Looij, Utrecht University
• J. Miguel Mata, Leiden University
• Floris-Jan Haan, University of Groningen
• Bryan Nathalia, Eindhoven University of Technology
• Luisa Wensky, Maastricht University

 “Broadly themed conference ranging from preclinical to clinical 
and industry topics to cross barriers in the drug research �eld, with 

a spectacular PhD award session to round up the conference”
Attendee 2025
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Organising Committee

Laura Heitman
LACDR Leiden University & 
Chair DMD2026

Martina Teichert
KNMP

Brigitte Drees
Pivot Park

Marina Trombetta-Lima
University of Groningen

Haifen Hu
Hyphen Projects

Scientific Committee

Accreditation

Dutch Medicines Days 2026 conference has received the following accreditations:

• Nederlandse Internisten Vereniging (NIV) - 12 PE-points 
• Ziekenhuisapothekers (ZA) - 10 PE-points 
• Openbaar Apothekers (OA) - 10 PE-points 

Matthijs Moerland
CHDR

Benien Vingerhoed
FAST

Willem Jespers
University of Groningen

Willem de Vocht
Johnson & Johnson

Marjolijn N. Lub-de Hooge
University Medical Center Groningen

Thom van der Made
Utrecht University

Amalia Dolga
University of Groningen

Jon de Vlieger
Lygature

Martina Teichert
KNMP

Imke Bartelink
Amsterdam UMC

Brigitte Drees
Pivot Park

Menno Hoekstra
Leiden University

Marije Niemijer
Leiden University

Yvette Schipper
Lygature

Ivana Bobeldijk-Pastorova
TNO

Mark Ypinga
Pivot Park

Stefan Verweij
CBG | MEB

Martina Schmidt
University of Groningen

Karin Ruijtenbeek
Radboudumc

Maaike Oosterveer
Radboudumc

Manoe Janssen
Radboudumc

Sebastian Pomplun
Leiden University

Pedro Hermkens
HermkensPharmaConsultancy

Jonno Rolfes
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam



REGISTER NOW! 

Scan the QR code and register for the 
Dutch Medicines Days 2026!

Conference Organisation
Hyphen Projects 
dmd@hyphenprojects.nl 
T +31(0)35 623 07 81 
www.hyphenprojects.nl/�gon-dmd
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