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Assessing data gaps in health-related 
sustainable development goals
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The problem

30%
8 out of 27

Health-related SDG 
targets reported in 2024 
are missing over 90% of 

the data points

95%
41 out of 43

Health-related SDG 
indicators reported in 

2024, missing over 90% 
of the data points

Source: Adib K, Salama N, Letchford N, Davia S, Azzopardi-Muscat N, Kluge HHP, Novillo-Ortiz D. Data gaps affecting health-related sustainable 
development goal indicators. Bull World Health Organ. 2026 May 1;104(5):315-327. doi: 10.2471/BLT.25.294190



Strategic context
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

8%
4 out of 50

have health-specific 
AI strategy 

66%
33 out of 50

have a cross-sector 
AI strategy

12%
5 out of 41

established a new 
AI oversight 

government agency 
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

Least consulted:

Patient associations

42% ( 15 out 36 )

The broader public

22%  (  8 out 36 )

Most consulted:

Government actors 

81% ( 29 out 36 )

Healthcare providers 

75% ( 27 out 36 )

AI developers 

75% ( 27 out 36 )

Stakeholder engagement
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

20%

24% offer pre-service AI 
training

offer in-service AI 
training
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9

9
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12

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Community health workers

Medical technicians

Public health specialists

Nurses

Managers and administrators

Biomedical/life science researchers

Medical information professionals

Doctors

Percentage of Member States (%)

Health professionals offered in-service AI training

92% report reducing pressure 
on the healthcare 
workforce as the second 
leading driver of AI 
adoption

( 46 out of 50 ) 

( 10 out of 50 ) 

( 12 out of 50 ) 

Workforce development
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

8%

6%

38%

have liability standards 
for AI in health

have legal requirements 
for generative AI systems 
in the health sector

have not introduced 
any ethical guidelines 
on AI 

( 4 out of 50 ) 

( 3 out of 50 ) 

( 19 out of 50 ) 

Minimum standard requirements for AI 
governance and oversight

12

13

14

17

23

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Post-market monitoring and surveillance
of AI products

Clear scientific explanations and graded
sets of requirements for analytical and
clinical validation of the AI product

Holistic risk management across AI
product lifecycle (including cybersecurity
& system vulnerabilities)

Effective and transparent documentation
and record-keeping across all AI product
lifecycle phases

Data accountability practices

Percentage of Member States (%)

Legal policy and guideline structures for AI 
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

50% have a health data 
governance framework 

( 25 out of 50 ) 

have created 
a health data hub

( 33 out of 50 ) 

40% have set rules and 
processes to enable 
health data sharing with 
private companies for 
public-interest research

( 20 out of 50 ) 

Types of data sources included in Health Data Hubs
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10

17

19

24

25

25

26

26

28

28

29

32

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Genomic data

Synthetic data

Claims data

Paediatric critical care data

Diabetes registry data

Specific disease data

Cancer registry data

Emergency health care data

Primary care data

Electronic health record data

Prescriptions data

Mortality data

Administrative data

Hospital inpatient data

Percentage of Member States (%)

Health data governance

66%
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

15

12

7

7

6

5

3

14

8

6

9
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9

10

3

5

7

4

5

3

3

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

AI-assisted diagnostics

Conversational platforms (“chatbots”) for patient assistance

Automating logistics, clerical and administrative tasks

AI-assisted symptom checkers and support in treatment decisions

AI-assisted prognosis prediction (risk stratification)

AI-assisted surgery/medical robotics to optimize surgical skills

AI-assisted remote patient monitoring

Percentage of Member States (%)

Established Pilot Informal

Regional overview of most common AI applications and their maturity level 

Leveraging AI for health 
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The data –Artificial intelligence is reshaping health systems: state of readiness across the WHO European Region

Only 
20%

have introduced 
legal requirements 

for developers 
to reduce 

environmental 
impact

( 10 out of 50 ) 

Importance of barriers to AI implementation
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23

19

1

4

2

1

3

1

2

3

5

3

12

15

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Legal uncertainty

Financial affordability

Data quality and standards

Capacity

Strategy

AI product approval processes

Evidence

Cultural impact

Infrastructure

Trust

Job displacements

Environmental impact

Percentage of Member States (%)

Major importance Moderate importance Minor importance No importance

Tackling adoption barriers 
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Roadmap for 

action on artificial 

intelligence in 

health in the WHO 

European Region 

2026–2033

V I S I O N
A European Region in which AI is safely integrated into health 

systems to enhance quality, resilience and sustainability, 

empower citizens' choices, all guided by robust ethical and 

legal standards, empowered health workforces and trusted 

data ecosystems that leave no one behind.

S t r a t e g i c  a r e a s

1
Governance 

and

strategic 

leadership

2
Ethical, 

regulatory

and legal 

frameworks

3
Data and 

digital

infrastructur

e for AI 

uptake

4
Capacity 

building,

implementatio

n & learning

The plan – Roadmap for action on artificial intelligence in the WHO European Region
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Thank you
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