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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Bart Scheenaerts MBA

Patient advocate 

& Independent digital innovation consultant

Patient Forum Member

ESC | European Society of Cardiology
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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Dialed 112 
excrutiating pain
on the right side 
of my back

“ Aorta dissection

Difficult diagnosis

Seen 1st cardiologist in my 

life on emergency

30 hours in ER before surgery

Good guardian angel
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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Half-blind, Sir. 

No improvement 
possible.
Sorry…. 

“
Cardiovascular surgery
15 hours

Ischemic stroke 
during the procedure

Result: I’m still alive
What ? Really ?

Consequence: RHH 
Right Homonymous 

Hemianopia (Low Vision)

Bart Scheenaerts MBA
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Multidisciplinary 
Revalidation

Revalidation in the hospital 
Learn to stand | walk | move | see again

Q3-Q4 / 2020

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Bart Scheenaerts MBA
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Results of in-
hospital
revalidation

• Primary revalidation: new vision strategy

to cope with the new situation

• Follow-up in specialized centre, to learn:

• walking in crowded places, 

• using a cane

• driving a bike (and yes, a car)

• But: no regain of vision field

Bart Scheenaerts MBA



21

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

2021: back to work

on the look for 
innovation

“
My profession
Program manager 

Digital innovation
Public & private sector

My belief
If it’s not possible now, we 

need research & innovation

My commitment
If not for me, I’ll contribute 

for next generations

Bart Scheenaerts MBA
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Taking part in scientific  research 
(2021-22)

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Bart Scheenaerts MBA
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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field



My quest for innovation with half a vision field
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TO REGAIN A PART OF MY LOST VISION FIELD

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Hybrid scientific research program: in Oxford (Nuffield institute) and at home in Antwerp, Belgium 

Travel to Oxford Oxford MRI & tests
Rochester NYC 
Software configuration

Revalidation 
at home

Measure results 
in Oxford

1 2 3 4 5

> 6 months 5x/wk: 45-60 mins



The results
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15% gain in central vision field 

= ability to read again

Personal 

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

New best practices for HH revalidation

left eye right eye
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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

2026: next steps :

Research & 
development

“

Bart Scheenaerts MBA
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New: take part in Motion study (2026)

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

Bart Scheenaerts MBA

MOtion discrimination Training for vIsual field lOss after BraiN injury



Let’s make patient-centric 
innovation happen. 

Not just for patients,
but with patients. Together. 
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Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

“

Bart Scheenaerts MBA

Patient advocate 

& Independent digital innovation consultant



29

Rewiring Reality: Living, Adapting, and Innovating with Half a Visual Field

2026: next steps :

Research & 
development

“

connect: linkedin.com/in/bartscheenaerts/

Let’s make patient-centric 
innovation happen. 

Not just for patients,
but with patients. Together. 

“

Bart Scheenaerts MBA

Patient advocate 

& Independent digital innovation consultant
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Thank you
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