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• Melina has been teaching Spanish and 
French in a multicultural state school in 
Bristol for 4 years. She has an interest in 
Equalities, Mental Health and Wellbeing and 
is Deputy Head of Year 7, she is also union 
rep.

• Lisa has been teaching in London state 
secondary schools for 14 years. She works 
part time as a Lecturer on the PGCE MFL 
Secondary course at St Mary’s University 
and as an MFL teacher and Lead Practitioner 
at Greenford High School where she is 
leading a whole school curriculum review 
around equality, diversity and inclusion.



In this session we aim to…

• present the principles underpinning our approach

• explore the concepts of diversification vs decolonisation

• model how resources can be interrogated through a critical 
lens

• share a suggested framework for next steps

• share further reading/resource banks and links to connect 
with colleagues
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• '... a program of complete disorder. But it cannot 
come as a result of magical practices, nor of a 
natural shock, nor of a friendly understanding’.
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Some questions for initiating discussions 
around curriculum in departments

1. How far is critical thinking about race/ethnicity 
present in our curriculum?

2. How far do our materials (e.g. textbooks) promote 
voices, perspectives, works and ideas that come 
from beyond a ‘white’/‘Eurocentric’ core?

3. How far do our classroom displays/visual aids 
include images that reflect role models who are 
people of colour?
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Djbouti Didier Drogba

Day of the Dead La Francophonie

Diverse resources



Diversity? No more white 
saviours Mira 3 – El mundo hispanohablante chapter 



Representation
in exam 
content



Representation in Eurocentric resources



tengo el pelo afro una mezquita

llevo el hiyab



What should we do?



Las vidas negras importan – el 
movimiento antiracista en el 

mundo hispanohablante



Where do we go from here?



Collaboration
• St Mary's University MFL 

PGCE Trainees' Padlet

• Sophia Chahad's (Teach First) 
Google Doc (French, German, 
Spanish & Russian)



REPORTS/ARTICLES/BLOGS 

• https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/Runnyme
de%20Secondary%20Schools%20report%20FINAL.pdf

• https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/The%20School%20Report.p
df

• https://blogs.kcl.ac.uk/diversity/2020/05/28/the-reality-of-
diversification-without-beginning-the-process-of-decolonisation/

• Bhanot, K (2015) Decolonise Not Diversify [PDF]. Media 
Diversified. Accessed at: 
https://www.academia.edu/39008909/Decolonise_Not_Diversify

MFL RESOURCE BANKS

• Anti-Racist and Diverse Resources for MFL - Google Docs

• Decolonising MFL (padlet.com)

https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/Runnymede%20Secondary%20Schools%20report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/The%20School%20Report.pdf
https://blogs.kcl.ac.uk/diversity/2020/05/28/the-reality-of-diversification-without-beginning-the-process-of-decolonisation/
https://www.academia.edu/39008909/Decolonise_Not_Diversify
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mxz4uZH56d4tLZos7fWiEm6uju85VIi74cwBtKBx60A/edit#heading=h.hxc5wn8cq0td
https://padlet.com/pgcestmarysmfl/89y7d8wdz64n


Questions?
• What are we missing?

• What questions does this 
session/do these issues raise 
for your learners and for you 
in your own contexts?

• How can we strengthen and 
enrich narratives around 
decolonising the MFL 
curriculum?

• What can be achieved?Your feedback is welcomed!
melina.irvine@hotmail.co.uk ; 
lepanford@hotmail.com

@panford_lisa

@melinairv
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