
Grammar
from KS1 and KS2 
to GCSE and A Level

Grammar in the National Curriculum



Ofsted and Sats

Standards in English are not high enough and, since 2008, there has been no overall improvement in primary pupil’s learning….Above all 

this means being passionate about high standards of literacy for every single pupil and creating a no-excuses culture both for pupils and 

staff.

Government believes that pupils should have mastered these important aspects of English by the time they leave primary school, and that 

recognition should be given to good use of English. It is also suggested that this will help “close the gap” between pupils giving  everyone 

access to the language (Standard English) of the ruling group.

The NEW curriculum for KS1 and KS2 English has a strong emphasis on GPS .

The New Primary Curriculum started in 2014. This means all pupils leaving primary school have learnt the grammar from the 
New Curriculum for 6 years.

SATs

KS1 SATs Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test – 2016- optional.

KS2 SATs Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test – statutory with published results.



Here are some sample SATs questions 
from a KS2 Grammar paper

It gives you a good idea of some of the terminology used.













Grammatical overview

Terminology used in the Primary English Curriculum  - Y1 to Y6



Grammatical Content introduced in Y1

Terminology for Year 1

letter

capital letter

word

singular

plural

sentence 

punctuation

full stop 

question mark exclamation mark

sequencing sentences

Year 
1



Grammatical Content introduced in Y2

Terminology for Year 2

noun      noun phrase

statement   question   exclamation   command

compound     adjective   verb   suffix   adverb                           

comma

subordination and coordination  

past and present tense the progressive form of verbs          

apostrophe to mark where letters are missing 

and to mark singular possession in nouns
Year 

1

Year
2



Grammatical Content introduced in Y3

Terminology for Year 3

adverb    preposition     conjunction

word family    prefix              

clause subordinate clause

direct speech     inverted commas (or ’speech marks’)

consonant letter           vowel letter

paragraphs    headings and sub-headings 

perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past

Year 
1

Year
2

Year 
3



Grammatical Content introduced in Y4

Terminology for Year 4

determiner
pronoun      possessive pronoun

apostrophes to mark plural possession

noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases 

adverbial          fronted adverbials

use of paragraphs

appropriate choice of pronoun or noun 

within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition

Year 
1

Year
2

Year 
3

Year
4



Grammatical Content introduced in Y5

Terminology for Year 5
relative clause     relative pronoun   modal verb 

determiner 

parenthesis    bracket    dash 

cohesion     ambiguity

devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 

linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time

, place and number or tense choice

Year 
1

Year
2

Year 
3

Year
4

Year
5



Grammatical Content introduced in Y6

Terminology for Year 6

active and passive voice 

subject and object     

synonym         antonym

ellipsis      colon      semi-colon    bullet points      hyphen 

the difference between formal and informal structures of speech

subjunctive forms 

cohesive devices

Year 
1

Year
2

Year 
3

Year
4

Year
5

Year 6



Key Message

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected

to know, apply and understand the matters, skills

and processes specified in the relevant programme

of study.





Application of grammatical 
understanding

Teacher Assessment of Writing at the end of KS1 and KS2











In English, grammatical understanding has 
been taught for 6 years in Primary school

We should use this knowledge base and particularly the

terminology learnt, when learning other languages.



Primary Languages KS2

understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language being 
studied, such as (where relevant): 
feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key 
features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and 
how these differ from or are 
similar to English. 



Modern Languages KS3
▪ identify and use tenses or other 

structures which convey the 
present, past, and future as 
appropriate to the language being 
studied 

▪ use and manipulate a variety of key 
grammatical structures and 
patterns, including voices and 
moods, as appropriate 

▪ develop and use a wide-ranging 
and deepening vocabulary that 
goes beyond their immediate needs 
and interests, allowing them to give 
and justify opinions and take part in 
discussion about wider issues 

▪ use accurate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation.



Terminology 
MFL teachers need to use it.

• Is it grammar for the 
sake of tests/ grammar 
exercises?

• Is it grammar for use 
and effect? = teaching 
and using it in a 
context.

• How do we use 
grammar to deepen 
understanding?



Users Guide and Terms of use

Linking the Grammar from the KS1 and KS2 Primary Curriculum with 

French grammar, German grammar and Spanish grammar. 

*Please note different people interpret grammar terminology in different ways. The purpose 

here is to use the KS1 and KS2  terminology to explain grammatical concepts in Modern 

Languages. Not all aspects are covered and further explanation and investigation will be 

required.



Lexical This section covers two areas:

Nouns nouns, adjectives and adverbs

Verbs present, past and future tenses

modal verbs

active and passive verbs

contractions

auxiliary verbs

Indicative, imperative, subjunctive

Functional This part of the resource takes the form of 15 separate sections:  

1. conjunctions

2. determiners

3. prepositions

4. possession

5. sentences

6. negative

7. relative clause

8. questions and exclamations

9. punctuation

10. direct and indirect speech

11. word use

12. formal and informal language

13. homophones

14. paragraphs

15. cohesion

For each section you will find information for 

FOUR different languages:  

• English

• French

• German

• Spanish

NALA would encourage you to explore the 

Grammar resource for yourself so that you 

become familiar with relevant sections.  

How the Grammar resource is structured
There are two main sections:



Important terms of use

The information contained is this interactive presentation is drawn from a number of sources.

The material has been developed to support the teaching of modern languages and can be used by 

teachers and pupils.

It may be shared with schools and pupils but it is required that you do not remove the NALA logo or 

copy the materials and claim them as an original work.

Materials may be used in part and adapted for use in school.

This is not a commercial product.

Please inform NALA of any errors encountered. Although every effort has been made to check content, 

there will still be errors and no doubt differences of interpretation.

Please email NALA with any comments or questions communications@nala.org.uk

mailto:communications@nala.org.uk


Grammar Project

Availability

• Currently the resources are being piloted in Primary, Secondary and ITT settings.

• The resources are available as a free download from the NALA website.

https://www.nala.org.uk/

• Users will de required to register before downloading the resources.

https://www.nala.org.uk/








Thank you for your interest in the Grammar resources
Feedback is welcome

Please inform NALA of any errors encountered.

Please email NALA with any comments or questions 

communications@nala.org.uk

mailto:communications@nala.org.uk

