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British Council and Languages

We believe that speaking another language is crucial to understanding 

another culture and for long term growth and prosperity. So, no matter 

how many people around the world speak English, we still need to go to 

the effort of mastering foreign languages ourselves in the UK.

We believe that every young person should have international experience 

woven into the fabric of their formal and non-formal education to add 

value to their learning and boost their aspirations 

International experience refers to intercultural encounters with people of 

other countries and cultures, at home and through periods of time spent 

overseas 
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Language Trends survey

Language Trends, which started in 2002, is an annual survey of primary 

and secondary schools in England, designed to gather information about 

the situation for language teaching and learning. Its aims are to assess the 

impact of policy measures in relation to languages and to analyse 

strengths and weaknesses based both on quantitative evidence and on 

views expressed by teachers. 
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Get the newsletter

britishcouncil.org/school-resources/newsletter

Follow us on twitter 

@schools_british

Invite us to your school

email: schools@britishcouncil.org
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Plan for this session  

Overview of Primary

Overview of State 
Secondary      

Overview of Independent 

Time for Q&A  



Primary School Responses  

Region Sample Achieved Response Rate 

London 365 34 9.3%

South East 1082 181 16.7%

South West 995 116 11.6%

East Midlands 686 64 9.3%

West Midlands 494 48 9.7%

East of England 875 113 12.9%

Yorkshire and the 

Humber 

480 43 9%

North East 161 19 11.8%

North West 862 127 14.7%

TOTAL 6000 756 12.6%



French remains the most popular language in primary schools 



Time for languages  



International Engagement 

2018 2019 2020 2021

The school has 

one or more 

partner schools 

abroad

35% 27% 19%                      18%

Involvement in 

international 

projects 

22% 16% 10%                         7.5%

Host a language 

assistant

5% 5% 2.5%                       1.5%

Pupil exchanges 5% 2% 1.5%                             

School trips 

abroad

12% 8% 8%

Teacher 

exchanges

6% 7% 4.5%

Teacher CPD 

abroad

9% 7% 5%

eTwinning - 11% 6%                           7%

None 46% 50.5% 61%                        64%



Transition KS2/3 
Q21: Do pupils in your school continue with the same language they learned at Key Stage 2?



State Secondary School Responses  

Region Sample Achieved Response Rate 

London 425 76 17.9%

South East 454 112 24.7%

South West 273 66 24.2%

East Midlands 254 47 18.5%

West Midlands 346 59 17.1%

East of England 326 90 27.6%

Yorkshire and the 

Humber 

291 59 20.3%

North East 131 29 22.1%

North West 429 79 16.8%

TOTAL 2929 617* 21.2%

*unable to ascertain the regions of four schools 



GCSE Entries – JCQ Data 
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State Secondary – Most frequently taught languages 

State Secondary – GCSE exam options in lesser taught languages 

Language GCSE % of responding schools 

Arabic 5.1

Chinese (Mandarin) 8.9

Italian 10.3

Japanese 3.5

Polish 8.9

Russian 6.1

Urdu 6.1

Language GCSE % of responding schools 

French 95.2

German 65

Spanish 87.5



Post-16 – JCQ Data 
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Post-16 – compared to previous years 
(our survey)  



Independent School Responses  

Region Sample Achieved Response Rate 

London 138 26 18.8%

South East 150 34 22.7%

South West 77 21 27%

East Midlands 35 1 2.9%

West Midlands 61 9 14.8%

East of England 65 22 33.8%

Yorkshire and the 

Humber 

42 11 26%

North East 14 7 50%

North West 55 7 12.7%

TOTAL 637 138 21.7%



Independent – GCSE uptake over the past five years  



Independent – post-16 uptake      



Independent – almost 4/5 schools have one teacher of languages 
from the EU     



Independent – post-16 uptake following summer 2020 GCSE 
results of centre assessment grades     



Questions & Answers   


