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Introducing GCSE-style activities 
at KS3

• Does it increase or decrease motivation and uptake at 
GCSE?

• Is it preferrable to teach language for its own sake at KS3?

• Can it help students prepare for the exams right from the 
start?

• Are GCSE-style questions that different to what you'd be 
teaching at KS3 anyway?



Feedback from the MFL 
Instagram community

• 94% of teachers use GCSE-style activities 
at KS3

• Common activities used are
• Photo cards
• Bullet points for writing tasks
• Translation
• Role plays
• Similar style reading and listening
• Poems for literary text readings

Thanks to @rodders_mfl, @gemmfl, @lynne_v_, @minster_mfl, @_leolanguages, @plastilina92, @sonrieinspanish, @spanishandumbrellas,  @lambwake, 
@mrsshermanmfl, @rowena_clare_m, @the_language_teachers_lair, @rrrrebequitaaaa, @emmamfl and @senoritaraineyhola for your feedback!



Feedback from the MFL 
Instagram community

• Reasons why teachers use GCSE-style activities include…

• Familiarity with question styles, embed skills earlier

• Challenge, make students feel grown up

• So they don’t panic in Year 10

• Prepare for GCSE

• One less thing to cover in KS4

• Some disadvantages…

• Variety of tasks 

• Marking 

Thanks to @rodders_mfl, @gemmfl, @lynne_v_, @minster_mfl, @_leolanguages, @plastilina92, @sonrieinspanish, @spanishandumbrellas,  @lambwake, 
@mrsshermanmfl, @rowena_clare_m, @the_language_teachers_lair, @rrrrebequitaaaa, @emmamfl and @senoritaraineyhola for your feedback!
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