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Transition – the missing link!
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What do secondary teachers MFL need to 
know to be able to build on in KS3?

• What knowledge have pupils 
explored in primary languages?

• How well have they retained this 
knowledge?

• What transferable skills have pupils 
got?
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Supporting Primary to Secondary School Transition 

2020/21SixIntoSeven is the Year 6 into Year 7 
transition data portal developed in spring 
2020 by ASCL and askEddi.

Using a cloud-based professional 
judgement dashboard, primary and 
secondary schools were able to securely 
share attainment information on pupils, 
in lieu of SATs and assessments.

A simple, secure system for primary 
schools to upload pupil names and 
professional judgements to support 
transition. 

Key Stats:

• 1,068 schools registered (260 
secondary, 808 primary)

• 22,000 students were helped 
transition between primary and 
secondary school

• 90 of the 260 secondary schools 
paid for the system and 
completed the process

https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/support/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/gettin
g-started/

https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/support/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/getting-started/
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What does research tell us about Primary langs?

• Significant  motivational, cultural, and cognitive benefits

• Young children are very enthusiastic learners of foreign 
languages

• Potential to awaken a lifelong interest in foreign languages

• Pupils enjoy learning about another culture and its language

• Helps children with their literacy skills in English
• http://www.meits.org/policy-papers/paper/learning-foreign-languages-in-primary-schools-is-

younger-better

http://www.meits.org/policy-papers/paper/learning-foreign-languages-in-primary-schools-is-younger-better
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White Paper Primary FL 2019

“The principal problems in 
schools relate to time 
allocation, teacher subject 
knowledge and language 
proficiency, limited access to 
professional development
and a lack of shared and 
agreed understanding of 
pupil progress at the point of 
transfer from primary to 
secondary schools
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‘primary schools 
should provide 
receiving secondary 
schools with a clear 
statement of what 
pupils have been 
taught and what 
pupils should know 
and be able to do at 
the point of transfer 
from KS to KS3’

Holmes, B. and Myles, F. (2019). White Paper: 
Primary Languages Policy in England – The Way 

Forward. http://www.ripl.uk/policy/

http://www.ripl.uk/policy/
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“Language teachers should 
know and build on the 
grammar taught in the KS2 NC 
for English” and that 
“secondary schools should 
know about the modern 
languages taught at their 
feeder primary. Wherever 
possible, they should support 
language learning in primary 
and plan to build on pupils’ 
primary school language 
knowledge” 
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British Council Language Trends 2021

• Transition remains underdeveloped 

• Contact reducing between 2 phases ; in 
2015 it was  44 % and  now in 2021 58%

• Very little information exchanged 
between phases
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How do younger pupils learn a second language?

• Pupils’ perception of explicit grammar teaching  in 
KS2 SPAG is positive  (source NCELP)

• Teaching language as knowledge develops towards 
the end of primary  - pupils develop ability to spot 
patterns and  know language rules

• “Language analytical ability predicts foreign language 
proficiency in young learners (8-9)” RoehrBracki & 
Tellier (2019)
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What is the ASCL transition  toolkit?

• Provides a minimum body of conceptual knowledge (grammar, 
vocabulary and phonology) and cultural knowledge that has 
been explored, retained and actively used by Year 6 pupils

• The ‘drag and drop’ feature - select the grammar, vocabulary, 
phonology and cultural knowledge that pupils have explored

• Acknowledges  variability of pupil progress, time allocation for 
language learning and large number of feeder schools

• Secondary colleagues quickly determine the overlap in learning 
providing at least a common actionable base. 
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Not continuing with same language in Year 7? 
Not  a problem!

• Pupils are equipped with a wide range of language 
learning strategies 

• If pupils understand something conceptual in one 
language, this can be easily transferred to another 
language – gender, cognates, position of adjectives, silent 
letters, number patterns, tense, phonics, plural 
nouns…………

• Many pupils have remarkable linguistic knowledge and 
experience already
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A pupil starting a new language in year 7 –
what do they already know? 

Are there patterns in the  language ( e.g. numbers) 
Is there gender: M, F , N ? 
How are plurals made? 
Do adjectives change position? 
Are there silent letters? 
Are there common phonemes ?
Are there any cognates with English or other languages? 
Are there any special sounds or letters? 
Does it belong to a language family e.g. Romance or Germanic
Where is the language spoken? What are the cultures and 
traditions?
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Core elements overview German

• Gender & agreement
• Agreement & adjectives
• Subject pronouns 
• Possessive pronouns
• High frequency regular and irregular  Verbs 
• Adverbs and adverbial phrases
• Prepositions
• There is/ are 
• Opinions (verbs and adjectives)
• How to make nouns plural
• Questions 
• Imperatives
• Suggested Classroom Instructions to be used at KS2. 
• Suggested questions to be covered at KS2
• Agreed grammatical English terminology e.g. nouns, articles, determiners
• High frequency language such as colours, days of the week and months
• Conjunctions and intensifiers
• Umlauts and digraphs
• Word order
• Cultural Knowledge
• Numbers
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Cultural awareness and curiosity

• ‘Pupils should experience knowledge and cultural capital to 
succeed in life…understand and appreciate the cultural 
influences that shape their own heritage and others…show 
respect for cultural diversity and national and global 
communities’  Ofsted 2019
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So what about assessment ?

A school to school solution – how well 
have pupils retained what they have done?
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How it works:

“The conversation between 
primary and secondary is crucial 
in helping children get the best 
start in year 7. Secondary 
teaching that picks up from where 
primary left off instils confidence. 
SixIntoSeven can be an important 
tool as part of this conversation.”
John Camp, Trust Leader, The 
Compass Partnership of Schools

“ “It was a relief to tell our primary 
schools that SixIntoSeven is really 
easy to use and it’s free for them. To 
have one place for this Year 6 data 
know it’s secure and accurate 
reduced our workloads and made 
things easier.” 
Kirsty Moat, Associate Head 
Teacher, Harrogate Grammar 
School, Red Kite Learning 
Partnership
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.
POS Not 

recorded
Not 
secure

Secure High 
Ability

Phonology

Grammar

Vocab

Cultural 
awareness/
curiosity

Currently being trialled for the platform 
for 2021…..

Contextual additional information
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Further information
• ASCL Website

• https://ascl.org.uk/Help-and-Advice/Primary-education/KS2-KS3-
Language-Learning-Transition-Toolkit

• https://www.ascl.org.uk/discoveringlanguage

• https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/
• https://opendataproject.org.uk/support/
• https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/getting-started

• Suzanne.ofarrell@ascl.org.uk

https://ascl.org.uk/Help-and-Advice/Primary-education/KS2-KS3-Language-Learning-Transition-Toolkit
https://www.ascl.org.uk/discoveringlanguage
https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/support/
https://opendataproject.org.uk/sixintoseven/getting-started/
mailto:Suzanne.ofarrell@ascl.org.uk

