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Literature ?

Cultural awareness ?

What is literature?
What kind of literature?
What is cultural awareness?
How does it promote language learning?
Why should I use literature?
Where can I find it?



SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

What is literature?
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Written material such as poetry, novels, essays, etc, 
especially works of imagination characterized by 
excellence of style and expression and by themes of 
general or enduring interest”.

Collins English dictionary 
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Short stories
News and opinion articles
Songs
Adverts, posters
Magazine articles
Specialist publications
Scenes from plays
Poetry/song lyrics
Poem forms such as haikus, inventories …
Fairy tales
Rhymes
Tongue twisters
Myths and legends
Cartoon strips, comics
Proverbs and sayings
Jokes

It can be so much more …
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What kind of literature?
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Culturally accessible literature.

➢ Traditional authors and work taught in primary and 
secondary schools in the Target Language Countries

➢ Different authors and work linking to important 
moment of history in the Target Language countries

➢ A wide range of fiction, poetry and cartoons 
➢ Literature that may have influenced the Arts 
➢ Contemporary literature only?

Literature as a 
representant of a cultural 
context and an era

Literary cultural capital 
from the Target Language 
countries
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What is appropriate literature?

Age-appropriate

Culturally important/representative (text or author)

Linguistically accessible (length, vocabulary, tenses)

Linguistically-appropriate

Grammatical focus
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Use of the passé simple or subjunctive in French

Use of irregular verbs and subjunctive forms in Spanish

Use of vocabulary referring to specific cultural context

Cultural or historical references

Encouraging acceptance and non-judgemental attitudes

Linguistically-appropriate

Dealing with the challenges
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FLE 

➢ Les fable de Lafontaine
➢ Le petit prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
➢ Le petit Nicolas, Sempé & Goscinny
➢ Apollinaire
➢ Verlaine
➢ Victor Hugo
➢ Jacques Prévert
➢ Robert Desnos
➢ Paul Eluard

Learn from the natives

Some examples …
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Use of perfect tense

Listening/dictation

Gapfill

Speaking

Writing 

Paris in 1946

Robert Doisneau photography



Paul Eluard
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ELE 

➢ El Quijote
➢ El Cid
➢ Antonio Machado
➢ Federico Garcia Lorca
➢ Lope de Vega
➢ Pablo Neruda
➢ Rubén Dario 
➢ Gloria Fuertes

Learn from the natives

Some examples …



Federico Garcia Lorca (extract)



Gloria  Fuertes Gabriela Mistral
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Cultural 
awareness?
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From Cultural Awareness to Cultural Competency

From … being told about cultural differences

To … developing a willingness to learn about and 
value cultures other than one’s own. (NOT an 
expertise in them)

Why it IS important
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From Cultural Awareness to Cultural Competency

From … starting to understand what your own 
culture is

To … accepting differences and seeing them as a 
source of enrichment (NOT a threat to own identity)

Why it IS important
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From author to characters and full work

From non-fiction to fiction:
Biographical information about the author
Information about the country at that time
Visuals about where the work is set or where it was 
written if appropriate
Biographical information about key characters

Drip-feed technique
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From author to characters and full work

From non-fiction to fiction:
Illustration of the work-description
Quotes from key characters
Alternative viewing of the work-video clips, cartoons
Short extracts: Re-written as a play, a speech …
Performance (not just comprehension from original)



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Resources

http://all-literature.wikidot.com/what-is-literature

https://www.lepointdufle.net/penseigner/litterature-
fiches-pedagogiques.htm#repertoire

https://nature-et-poesie.fr/category/article/litterature/

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/french-texts/

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/spanish-texts/

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/litt%C3%A9rature-
pour-tous/

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/literatura-para-
todos/

http://all-literature.wikidot.com/what-is-literature
https://www.lepointdufle.net/penseigner/litterature-fiches-pedagogiques.htm#repertoire
https://nature-et-poesie.fr/category/article/litterature/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/french-texts/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/spanish-texts/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/litt%C3%A9rature-pour-tous/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/icpjones/literatura-para-todos/
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Last but not least …

Sharing resources and Ideas

Reading for our own subject 
knowledge development

https://docs.google.com/spr
eadsheets/d/1KdJKEjskh1z3X

gSq-
tmpOhgiu0iDD_xculNiLGkBsm

o/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KdJKEjskh1z3XgSq-tmpOhgiu0iDD_xculNiLGkBsmo/edit?usp=sharing
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MERCI GRACIAS THANK YOU

PRESENTATION TEMPLATE BY SLIDESMANIA

https://slidesmania.com/
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