
Embedding International Languages in 
primary schools in Wales and Scotland



Welsh Government Global Futures strategy 
2015-20 and 2020-2022



How we are embedding and sharing good 
practice in IL in the EAS?

Four secondary learning network schools (centres of excellence) working in 
partnership with their cluster primaries to develop best practice transition 
models

One primary learning network cluster lead 

Six lead multilingualism primary schools

Twelve cluster partnerships developing and 

embedding international languages in the primary sector

All lead schools work in partnership with the EAS Languages team who help to 
support, guide and advise on the development of pedagogy, methodology and 
good practice dissemination within the region



• Dissemination through practice sharing events and professional 
learning opportunities e.g. July 2019

• Online networks through Hwb, the national platform and EAS 
Supporting our schools website for blended and distance learning

How we are embedding and sharing good 
practice in IL in the EAS?



Here are some highlights from schools with 
successful embedded practice to date from  some 
of our lead multilingualism and Global Futures 
primaries through:

- Developing a whole school approach
- Teachers’ professional learning development
- Inspiring and guiding learners to deeper 

learning through engaging, authentic and 
purposeful contexts and tasks

- Meaningful and progressive cluster transition



A whole school and cluster approach











Professional Learning is key for teachers



Professional Learning at Osbaston Primary



Mandarin Professional Learning at Millbrook 
Primary Confucius Classroom







Purposeful contexts and tasks: Japanese 
wellbeing garden







Current provision at Osbaston CiW primary

Years 3 and 4 - French

Years 5 and 6 - German

All year groups have a weekly one-hour 
session of IL learning 

Pupils enjoy the combination of 
language learning and learning about the 
culture of the different countries where 
the languages are spoken

There is a very positive culture of 
language learning embedded in KS2

We plan to introduce Spanish at 
Foundation Phase in 2021/22



Purposeful tasks: The Carbonne Pen Pal 
project
The teacher reports “The Monmouth-Carbonne Twinning Project has 

been a fascinating way for children to begin learning about the cultural 

differences between school in Wales and school in France.”



Language and culture across the different 
AoLEs





International Languages and STEM



Multilingual literacy approaches 



Languages Connect Us



GwE: fully bilingual School 
Effectiveness and Improvement 
Service for North Wales.

Works alongside and on behalf of 
the 6 Local Authorities of Conwy, 
Denbighshire, Flintshire, Gwynedd, 
Wrexham and Anglesey to develop 
excellent schools across the region. 



International Languages in the primary schools in GwE:

20 pilot schools Sept 2018- Cohort 1
20 pilot schools Sept 2019- Cohort 2

Develop different modes of delivery
Use quality resources made for non-specialists by specialists and develop pedagogical 
principles
PL offer: Training by experts (Richard Tallaron, Catherine Cheater, Sue cave, Vicky Cooke..)
Open University Course TELT
Sharing good practice Days and measuring impact.
Lead schools ( 2020) to drive the Reform journey and support other schools.

https://all-languages.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f477ca697f1122b77dc48a710&id=679520069b&e=1cd9ceef96


Ysgol Beddgelert: Start sept 2018
Some French/ single teacher/ HT/use PL

https://spark.adobe.com/video/jERs5QUPx0ACD

https://spark.adobe.com/video/jERs5QUPx0ACD


Golftyn CP school : Start Sept 2019
Non-specialists/ use of PLN/all years

https://spark.adobe.com/video/28dgQ5n6Raq96 ( slower)

https://spark.adobe.com/video/x313iyuJS8N8K ( fast)

https://spark.adobe.com/video/28dgQ5n6Raq96
https://gwynedd.urlsand.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fspark.adobe.com%2Fvideo%2Fx313iyuJS8N8K&e=c56e375b&h=5ca85dd7&f=y&p=n


Scottish pupils among top performers in new Pisa test

● Scottish pupils are among the most likely in the developed world to 

understand and appreciate the perspective of others, demonstrate some of 

the most positive attitudes towards immigrants, and score highly on a test 

that assesses the ability to evaluate information and analyse multiple 

perspectives.

● Students from 27 countries and economies, including Scotland, took part in 

Pisa’s 2018 assessment of global competence, which included a test focusing 

on three areas: the ability to evaluate information, formulate arguments and 

explain issues and situations; to identify and analyse multiple perspectives; 

and to evaluate actions and consequences.

● Scottish students' mean score on the global competence cognitive test was 

534. Only two countries scored more highly – Canada (554) and Singapore 

(576).



Contact Us

Stephanie Ellis-Williams: 

stephanieelliswilliams@gwegogledd.cymru 

Sioned Harold: 

Sioned.Harold@sewaleseas.org.uk

Richard Tallaron: 

richard@powerlanguage.net

mailto:Sioned.Harold@sewaleseas.org.uk
mailto:richard@powrlangiage.net

