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● Teachers who are new to using extensive 

reading (ER) in the classroom

Who this talk is for...



1. How I started using ER

2. 10 practical ideas for ER in the classroom

What we’ll cover...



Credit: https://www.flickr.com/photos/meowsiopao/3890347571



Credit: Werewolf by Icons Producer from the Noun Project



a. Learner autonomy

b. Cultural awareness

c. Overall language ability

d. Vocabulary growth

Learning with stories...



● Pre-reading

● While-reading

● Post-reading

3 types of reading activities



1. Pre-, While-, Post-reading activities

2. Minimal prep

3. Multiple levels

4. Handouts

10 Practical Activities





● Activate schemata 

● Generate interest 

● Create motivation to read

Pre-reading activities



1. Predictions from the illustration

Before-reading activities

… or chapter title?

… or book cover?



1. Predictions from the illustration

Before-reading activities

… or chapter title?

… or book cover?

Guess the characters ➡️



2. Question the teacher

Students ask you questions about the story

● Use the illustration, title or summary 

● Set a limit

● Answer truthfully

Before-reading activities



● Check predictions

● Gather & organize information 

● Monitor understanding of 

the story 

While-reading activities



3. Check pre-reading predictions

Students check predictions from pre-reading.

While-reading activities



4. Jumbled story

● Students order events from the 

story

● Listen to & retell the story together

While-reading activities



5. Summary gap fill

Fill in gaps to check 

understanding of the 

story.

While-reading activities



6. Tweet it!

Rewrite and summarize 

a part of the story in the 

form of a tweet

While-reading activities



● Create personal connections with the stories

● Manipulate information

● React to a story authentically

● Enjoy reading for pleasure

After-reading activities



General Questions

● Who was your favourite character? 

● If you could be a character in the 

story, who would it be? 

After-reading activities

Specific Questions

● Should Daniel have gone off by himself?

● How would you feel if you were Julia?

7. General & specific discussion questions



After-reading activities

8. True or false me?

Students write three sentences about themselves using 

three items from the vocabulary list. 

Two of the sentences must be true and one must be 

false.



After-reading activities

9. Write a postcard

Students write a postcard 

about the story as: 

● themselves

● the author 

● a chosen character 



After-reading activities

10. Storyboarding

Students summarize the 

story in six drawings.



Capture their imagination
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