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Abstract

The Culture Based Development (CBD) paradigm studies culture as a source of bias in socio-economic choice, especially so in the
choices regarding relational attitudes and cooperation. According to Culture Based Development, the local cultural capital (and
its related set of attitudes) is the fundament for the derived package of relational attitudes termed social capital (see Tubadiji et
al. 2022).

The current special session will provide comparative regional analysis for the impact of cultural capital accumulation and the
local cultural entropy dynamics for the evolution of local social capital and its consequences: polarization as opposed to cohesion,
peace and cooperation between the agents living in that space. Social capital, the level of peace and cooperation it creates, is
then clearly a major factor for local development (see for example Muringani, Fitjar & Rodriguez-Pose 2021).

CBD theoretically postulates that social capital changes are triggered by cultural narratives. Cultural narratives are information
sets that offset certain initial conditions for the attitudes and establish new levels of cultural valuation in choice for those who
have been exposed to the narratives. Depending on the level of social capital, cultural narratives are differently likely to be
embraced or rejected by the agents in a locality.

Methodologically, CBD suggests that the sensitivity to exposure and the exact initial conditions created by the exposure to a
cultural narrative can be precisely diagnosed and predicted through linguistic and sentiment analysis of the key words that
describe this narrative.

Thus, quantifying and testing the CBD theoretical conjecture that through moderating sensitivity to the cultural narratives, local
cultural capital affects dynamically and stochastically the level of cooperation or opposition and polarization in a locality can be
empirically tested. These empirical tests can serve as supportive evidence to inform policy making interventions that can create
peace and cooperation through cultural narratives. The here proposed special session will show case a selection of CBD analysis
of this type.
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