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Abstract 

This paper investigates inequality in infrastructure for health across neighborhoods in the city 

of Milan. Neighborhoods provide the immediate environment where people live, work and play, 

and for many more vulnerable groups, such as older people and those with low income, most 

of their lives are spent in the neighbourhood. The aim is to assess whether some categories of 

the population, such as the elderly, have a difficult access to health care because of distance.  

We utilize data from open map services to gather information on the locations of residential 

buildings and health amenities within city. Employing geographical information systems, we 

generate an accessibility index for health amenities, including hospitals, pharmacies, and 

doctors, based on the data from each residential building. Subsequently, for each 

neighbourhood, we compute the inequality in accessibility to health services.  

Our findings reveal that inequalities in access to healthcare contributes substantially to magnify 

socioeconomic disparities. In some neighborhoods, social segregation coexists with a poor 

endowment of health infrastructures.   
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