39th ERSA SUMMER SCHOOL

Topic

“The spatial and territorial dimensions of Circular Economy relations”

Goals

Explain and present the notion of Circular Economy, but above all show that it has an
unavoidable spatial dimension and that it must be understood at the level of the territories.

Competencies

e Understand what is Circular Economy and its various declinations

e Understand why the territorial dimensions is essential in the building of sustainable
ecosystems or symbioses

e Identify good practices and good policies for non-linear economies and sustainable
goals

Contents

e Presentation of the notion of Circular Economy, its importance at the European level
and its analytical foundations

e Highlighting the notion of Territorial Circular Ecosystem and its different dimensions

e Applications to different case studies in France and Canada

Applications

Entrepreneurial ecosystem approaches can be directly applied by policymakers, ecosystem
builders, and ecosystem actors to address locally and regionally embedded entrepreneurial
challenges. Policymakers can use ecosystem frameworks to design, implement, and evaluate
place-based and circular entrepreneurship policies; ecosystem builders can strategically
configure, coordinate, and adapt ecosystem resources and governance mechanisms; and
entrepreneurial ecosystem actors (entrepreneurs, ESOs, universities, investors) can align
their strategies, collaborations, and investments to enhance sustainable, resilient, and
inclusive regional development.
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Biographical note (max. 200 words)

The research of André Torre was for a long time at the cross roads of spatial and industrial
economics. It has now become more multi-disciplinary and increasingly focused on questions
related to territorial development processes, proximity relations and circular economy. He
has published several articles and 25 books, mostly on issues related to spatial coordination
between people or groups of people. His research currently focuses on the analysis of
proximity relations and on their importance in coordination processes between people. It
focuses on three main areas: local dimensions of circular economy and sustainable
development; various forms of development dimensions at the territorial level, local
interactions between innovative firms and, more particularly, the role played by proximity in
the transfer of knowledge.

He is the managing editor of the Journal of Regional and Urban Economics (Revue d’Economie
Régionale et Urbaine), and also past President of ERSA (European Regional Science
Association), and ASRDLF (French Speaking Regional Science Association).
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