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Abstract
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In recent years, the “beyond GDP” paradigm has gained renewed relevance as societies, cities, and
regions confront the intertwined challenges of inequality, climate change, and social transformation.
Traditional economic indicators such as GDP have proven insufficient to capture the complex realities
of human progress, particularly the environmental, social, and cultural dimensions that shape
people’s lives and territorial cohesion (Giovannini & Rondinella, 2018; Shrotryia & Singh, 2020).
This special session aims to explore new frameworks for understanding and measuring well-being
and quality of life across regional and urban contexts. The debate calls for multidimensional
approaches that combine objective and subjective measures of well-being (Huppert et al., 2009) and
recognize the importance of place-based determinants such as governance quality, cultural capital,
social cohesion, and environmental sustainability (Crisp et al., 2023). Moving beyond the limits of
growth-centric models, recent approaches promote more inclusive and ecologically grounded
models of urban and regional development (Blichs & Koch, 2019; Estes & Sirgy, 2019; Stiglitz et al.,
20009).
This session invites theoretical, methodological, and empirical contributions that address, but not
limited to:
e New conceptualizations of well-being, sustainability, and inclusive development at regional
and urban scales;
e Spatial and socio-economic inequalities in quality of life;
e The role of local governance, social innovation, and culture in advancing well-being policies;
e Comparative analyses of well-being measurement frameworks and policy approaches in cities
and regions;
e Integration of subjective well-being, environmental, and cultural indicators into territorial
policy evaluation.
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