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Abstract

The comparative analysis of cultural policy in rural areas in Europe has revealed the following
challenges: In the various regions, different cultural policy actors are responsible for cultural
policy decision-making processes. These are often not known in the cultural scenes or
cooperate little with each other. As a result, there is often neither a transparent governance
structure nor are the objectives and strategies clearly communicated, which is a
disadvantage for the development of CCls structures in rural areas. Furthermore, with regard
to European CCl strategies, it is challenging that concepts such as diversity, gender,
innovation and culture are defined very differently in the various rural regions and that there
are often misunderstandings between the top-down processes and the actors on the ground.
The paper will present the results of the study, as well as needs and practices to address
these. In addition to forms of cultural mapping, bottom-up strategies that involve the various
stakeholders, but also provide space for the areas of tension between different definitions
and concepts of diversity, gender and culture. In addition, formats such as
‘Zukunftswertkstatt’ and ‘Design Thinking” will be further developed for regional cultural
policy processes in order to design development plans for the governance of CCIS in non-
urban areas.
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