


Asteroid Day is a global programme to inspire the world about asteroids. 

Co-founded in 2014 by Brian May, Danica Remy, Rusty Schweickart, and Grig 

Richters, with the goal of increasing public awareness and accelerating the rate of 

asteroid discovery; in 2016, the United Nations officially designated June 30th as 

International Asteroid Day thanks to the leadership of the Association of Space 

Explorers who took it to the General Assembly. 
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Today, the main themes of Asteroid Day are planetary defense, the role of asteroids in the 

formation of our solar system, and space resources.

Since its inception, Asteroid Day has become a global movement. Today hundreds of 

Asteroid Day events are organized around the world in dozens of languages. These 

independent events are hosted by museums, universities, science clubs and citizen 

scientists and are the greatest supporters of our mission. 



To support this community, every year around June 30th, we produce a 4-hour 

live broadcast, where leaders in the field come to discuss their work in ways that 

the public can relate to.

The Asteroid Day program activities have changed in the last seven years, and 

continues to evolve today.



Our events were originally produced by an ad hoc team of volunteers, staffers 

and interns who came together about 12 weeks before the day. 

With the creation of Asteroid Foundation in 2017 and sustained sponsorship, we 

were able to hire a small full-time team. Today Asteroid Day and our other 

programs are largely steered by Editorial Director Stuart Clark and Programme 

Director Colleen Fiaschetti. 



As well as our broadcasts, we provide free educational tools, newsletters, original articles and 

resources via our website. Additionally, we provide platforms for our regional organizers across 

the world to share event ideas and help connect them with scientists and astronauts. 

Our aim is simple: to amplify your expert voices, so that we can provide a trustworthy source 
of knowledge about asteroids and planetary defence to the public.


