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ABSTRACT

The International Astronautical Federation (IAF) Technical Committee (TC) on Near Earth Objects (NEOs) organized a Special Session (SpS) at the 70th International Astronautical Congress (IAC), held in Washington DC on 21 October 2019, titled “Get ready to protect Earth from asteroids – Planetary Defense in your hands”.
The aim of the session was to inform and educate the IAC audience, comprised mainly of engineers, scientist and managers, in an entertaining and interactive way about the basics as well as the current status of planetary defense. By having an interactive setup, the audience was encouraged to think about the topic and the presented problems that would allow them to contribute to the discussion.

The SpS consisted of an hour long hypothetical asteroid threat scenario that the expert panel put into context and allowed the audience to interact via the IAFastro App in several polls during the exercise and to submit and upvote questions for the concluding half an hour Q&A part. The exercise was based on the scenario used during the 2019 Planetary Defense Conference.

The focus of the panel was on four subjects:

· Detection and warning

· Geopolitical aspects

· Technical aspects of deflection missions

· Communication with the public

The panel consisted of: Bill Nye (The Planetary Society), Lindley Johnson (NASA), Dorin Prunariu (Association of Space Explorers), Mariella Graziano (GMV), Alex Karl (IAF TC on NEOs).

This paper will outline the scenario presented to the audience and focus on the five polls posted to the audience during the SpS, discussing the audience’s feedback. Further, the questions submitted by the audience will be analysed to identify what information the audience was most interested in at the end of the session. Resulting key points and recommendations for the PDC community will be identified.
The audience was estimated to be at around 200-250 people and remained fairly constant throughout the 90 minutes. An average of about 60 people participated in the polls and about 40 questions were submitted which received a total of 90 upvotes.
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