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ABSTRACT

The fall of 2022 saw the Didymos binary asteroid system make its closest approach to
Earth since 2003 and until 2062. This close approach was not only one of the strongest
motivators for the timing of the DART mission, but it also provided an opportunity for an
observational campaign devoted to characterizing the spectral, thermal, and physical
properties of the system in support of DART.

The DART characterization campaign complemented observational campaigns devoted
to determining the binary period change caused by the DART impact and a campaign
dedicated to observing the evolution of the ejecta cloud. Characterization observations
covered wavelengths from the visible to the mid-infrared, and were carried out from both
groundbased and spaceborne observatories.

We will discuss the measurements taken through this campaign and synthesize the
results.
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