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ABSTRACT
There are obvious lessons to be learned with regard to communication from the current situation around the COVID pandemic. Just like COVID, a serious asteroid threat, for instance the possible impact of a 100-meter object, will have global effects. Mitigating this threat will necessitate the cooperation of large parts of the population in an active or at least in a cooperative manner for an extended period of time. Judging from the reaction of the public to the measures recommended by international bodies and taken by the governments of individual countries to mitigate the COVID threat, we have to expect serious problems. We note that after an initial period of cooperation the willingness to follow rules and guidelines, issued by the authorities, decreases dramatically. This ranges in severity from a loss of interest all the way to denial and even active opposition.

It is obvious that the cause lies in the difficult communication situation, combined with some aspects of human personality traits. While official news bulletins through formal channels are usually factual and thus boring, the interpretation by large parts of the media is often questionable: It is directed towards attracting attention, often focused on controversy and antagonism, in order to maximize public response and thus profit. This produces a cacophony of opinions, augmented by a plethora of postings in the social networks. A surprising number of individuals seem to find satisfaction in generating misleading and counterproductive messages. Political forces with a questionable agenda, domestic and international, are promoting the discord by spreading ambiguous information in an effort to further their cause.

We have to expect that a similar chain of events will happen in the case of an asteroid threat. The general knowledge among the public with respect to the corona virus is limited; in the case of asteroids general knowledge and experience are essentially zero. Thus, it is not possible to rely on the ability of individuals to evaluate the relevance of news items.  By using applicable evidence from the COVID pandemic, this paper investigates problems to be expected in communicating the necessary asteroid mitigation measures to the public, as well as possible adverse reactions and how to deal with them.
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