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As part of the NASA DART team of ground-based observers, the University of Edinburgh team installed a new observatory 
in Kenya and coordinated observa\ons at both European Southern Observatory sites in Chile. The Kenyan observa\ons 
caught the moment of impact itself, while the observa\ons at ESO used the full range of world-leading facili\es there.

🇰🇪🇨🇱
@DART-OPTiK

Kenya: TBI Ileret • New 40cm telescope installed 
at Turkana Basin Ins\tute

• Images captured the moment 
of the DART mission impact

• Rapid brightening and semi-
circular ejecta plume seen [1]

• Observing team included the 
Technical University of Kenya

• Telescope remains at TBI for 
training future astronomers

Chile: ESO La Silla

• Observa\ons with the 1.54m Danish 
telescope and DFOSC instrument

• Pre- and post-impact lightcurves
• Contributed to measurement of

change in orbital period of
Dimorphos through \ming of
mutual events [2]

• Also monitored large scale ejecta
evolu\on, forma\on of tail / trail

Chile: ESO Paranal

• All four units of the ESO Very Large Telescope used
• MUSE Integral field unit gives ejecta morphology 

and spectrum, changing colour of tails with \me [3]
• FORS polarimetry reveals jump in polarisa\on due 

to differences between surface and ejecta dust [4]
• Thermal infrared imaging and high-resolu\on

spectroscopy acquired with VISIR and Xshooter


