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ABSTRACT

Obligation to participate in an action preventing a catastrophe threating international community sensu largissimo should be regarded as one of the most crucial and pivotal obligation of the States. Planetary defense action in the case of imminent threat of collision with near-Earth object is without a doubt a cause in which all state actors should participate in order to prevent the extinction of mankind.
Obligation to participate in planetary defense action has its legal basis in the United Nations Charter and other general principles of law recognized by civilized nations.  The character of the obligation along with its axiological purpose and nature of the subject-matter constitutes its status as international jus cogens with erga omnes legal binding effect. International jus cogens norm is a norm accepted and recognized by the international community of States as a whole as a norm from which no derogation is permitted and which can be modified only by a subsequent norm of general international law having the same character. This legal concept has vital implications both in the area of international treaty law and international responsibility. 

The purpose of the paper is to portray the obligation to participate in planetary defense action in the contemporary international legal system. The analysis will contain the legal basis and nature of the obligation, its binding force and connection to international jus cogens and obligation erga omnes. The decision making process and role of the United Nations Security Council will be outlined through the prism of the jus cogens status of the obligation. The issue of international responsibility of states and individuals will also be described along with potential consequences for actors who refuse to participate in common goal of saving mankind from collision with near-Earth object.
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