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ABSTRACT
Since 2019 regular observations of NEAs have been conducted at the Astronomical Observatory of Castelgrande (MPC code L28) in South Italy. Initially, only astrometric follow-up was performed for NEOCP targets, the best example being the NEA 2019 OK in July 2019; its observations permitted ESA to refine the orbit and to conclude impact improbability. In the meanwhile, the observatory has organized a collaborative network of eight observatories in five countries both in the eastern and the western hemisphere for photometric NEA observations; a dozen of NEAs has been observed so far and previously unknown rotation periods for some of them have been determined.
Following the observations of 2019 OK, regular public outreach in Italy has been started by the observatory. Initially, local Italian mass media, like “Le Cronache Lucane”, have been given in-time information about NEA events such as 2019 OK and (52768) 1994 OR2 in April 2020. Also, the current IAWN campaign for the NEA Apophis is made accessible to the public. Considering the lack of an appropriate source of easy-to-understand information for broad public and taking into account permanent flow of fake news, a new national project has been started by the municipality of Castelgrande and the observatory. The project will include: a web-site dedicated to NEO hazards, education of school-children, public lectures and public activities on the international Asteroid Day. The web-site will be the key element of the project, being different from professional web-sites such as MPC, NEODyS, etc., in the way that it will offer information for non-professionals in an easy-to-use format and in local language. During the initial phase the website will be offered in Italian language only; later, a user interface in English language is planned to be added to make the web-site of international interest; other language interfaces would be possible, too.
