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ABSTRACT

The Winter War (1939−1940) was a 105-day long conflict between Finland and Soviet Union related to World War II. Its battles took largely place in Southern Karelia which included the Viipuri city (nowadays Vyborg) with population of over 80 000 residents. One and half months before the onset of the war, a preventive volunteer-based evacuation of 25 000 children and elderly took place in Viipuri – most of which returned back before the war. As the war broke out suddenly on November 30, 1939, Viipuri was bombed from air, and Finnish government issued a command to immediately evacuate the city together with the Southern Karelia on December 1. Each person was advised to carry food provisions for five days, and only the vital belongings. Trains, cattle wagons, and buses were overwhelmed and many left by foot. The evacuees were initially accommodated in camps, then in private homes. Residents of each evacuated region were directed to a certain destination elsewhere in Finland, even though the evacuees were often not aware of the exact destination upon departure.
Last remaining approx. 10 000 residents left the city the days following the peace agreement March 13, 1940, in which the city was agreed to be surrendered to the Soviet Union. Such evacuation, especially during the first days of the war, bears similarity to what could be expected in the case of a short-notice small asteroid impact near a provincial town. We will compare the historical evacuation process to an asteroid impact scenario.
