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EDA - Who we are & What we do

DESIGNED TO BE

Established in 2004
Based in Brussels

Intergovernmental Agency 
of the Council of the European 
Union

2Preferred
cooperation 
forum
for technology and 
capability 
development

3Military 
interface
between Member 
States and EU wider 
policies 1Main 

intergovernmental 
prioritisation
instrument
at EU level in support 
of defence capability 
development

Kaja Kallas
Head of European 
Defence Agency, 
HR/VP

EDA Chief 
Executive

André Denk

EDA Steering 
Board
27 Defence
Ministers

chaired by
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EDA priority workstrands
2024 Long-Term Review - EDA’s reinforced mandate and Core Tasks

Identifying shared needs and 
priorities at EU level

Enabling collaborative 
defence research, 

technology, and innovation

Harmonising requirements 
and engaging in joint 

capability development

Aggregating demand 
towards joint 
procurement

Interfacing with 
EU civilian and 
defence policies

LEVERAGING SYNERGIES WITH
EU STAKEHOLDERS

DEVELOPING COOPERATION

WITH THIRD PARTIES & NATO

D E F E N C ED E F E N C E
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EDA REACH+ Activities - Objectives

Central role in defence-related REACH+ matters & 
Forum for structured dialogue with key stakeholders

AIM
 Establish best practices/common

understanding in REACH implementation

 Support the main purpose of REACH while
mitigating its impact on defence and ensuring
the operational effectiveness of the European
Armed Forces

 Facilitate common coordinated actions, in
close cooperation with the Commission, ECHA
and industry

 Support harmonisation and transparency of
national defence exemption procedures

Participating Countries
All 27 EDA participating 
Member States + Norway

Since
2009

Partners
European Commission, European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA), European Space Agency (ESA)

EDA REACH Task Force
REACH/defence experts from 11 MS + NO supporting EDA’s 
work at technical level 

REACH+ Roadmap 2024-2026
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EDA REACH+ Activities
Main achievements

EDA REACH Portal
on national policies and 
procedures on granting 
REACH Defence Exemptions

2009

EDA pMS Common 
Position on Ammunition 
Classification

EDA Code of Conduct 
on REACH Defence 
Exemptions

2015 2017 2020
EDA REACH Roadmap 
2018-2020

20162011 2021

EDA Roadmap 2021-
2023 on REACH and 
related 
Chemicals/Waste 
regulations

EDA updated pMS
Common Position on 
Ammunition 
Classification

EDA 
REACH 
Task Force
1st meeting

2011

EDA Code of Conduct 
on CLP Defence 
Exemptions

2022

EDA PFAS Working Group
1st meeting on Firefighting foams

EDA Recommendations 
to Member States for 

Facilitating Alignment of 
national Procurement 

Contracts with REACH

2019 2023

EDA 
contributions to 
public 
consultations 
(REACH Revision,  
UPFAS) 

2024
EDA REACH+ 
Roadmap 2024-
2026

2025

EDA PFAS
Working 
Group
Extended to 
Textile, F-gases 
and ammunition 
application

EDA survey on the 
use of PFAS in the 
Defence sector

https://eda.europa.eu/info-hub/press-centre/latest-news/2021/01/27/defence-impacted-by-variety-of-eu-rules-on-chemicals-waste-study-finds
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-reach-study-final-report-2016-december-16-p.pdf
https://reach.eda.europa.eu/
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/brochures/eda-member-states-common-position-on-ammunition-classification-under-reach---adopted.pdf
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EDA survey on the use of PFAS in the Defence sector (2024)

Importance 
for Defence

Proposed 
derogation 

duration 
(AXV)No derogation 

proposed
Long-term derogation 

proposed  (12y)

Relevant and 
dual use 

application

Critical and 
Defence-
specific

Short-term derogation 
proposed (5y)

Ammunition & Weapons  (Adhoc Defense)

Testing Equipment  (Adhoc Defense)

Firefighting foam

PFAS Manufacturing

TULAC - Professional apparel (including 
PPE)

TULAC - Technical textiles

TULAC - Leather
TULAC - Textiles for use in engine bay

Food contact materials and packaging

Metal plating and manufacture of metal 
products - Hard chrome plating

Metal plating and manufacture of metal 
products - Decorative plating with chrome

Metal plating and manufacture of metal 
products - Manufacture of metal products

Consumer mixtures
Applications of fluorinated gases -

Refrigeration

Applications of fluorinated gases - Solvents

Applications of fluorinated gases - Fire 
suppressants

Medical devices

Transport - safety of vehicles

Transport - Hydraulic fluids

Transport - MAC- and refrigeration in 
military applications

Electronics and semiconductors -
Electronics

Electronics and semiconductors - Semi-
conductors

Energy sector

Lubricants
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EDA activities on PFAS

DEFINE THE SCOPE 
OF WORK

IDENTIFY RELATED 
STANDARDS/REQUIREMENTS

DISCUSS TRANSITION 
CHALLENGES

SHARE NATIONAL INITIATIVES 
AND EXPERIENCES 

(RESEARCH, TESTING ETC.)

IDENTIFY DEFENCE 
USES AND 

SPECIFICITIES

Raising awareness and 
discussing details of PFAS 
restriction proposals with 
Member States’s experts

Strengthen research efforts 
to develop adequate 

solutions for Defence 
applications

Obj 1

Obj 2

Firefighting foams Fluorinated gases Military textiles Ammunition and 
Weapons systems
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New EU initiatives
Implications for the Defence domain

“Regulatory simplification and harmonisation must focus on rules and 
procedures for defence procurement, intra-EU transfers of defence-related 
products, mutual recognition of national certification permits and permit 
granting. In addition, the impact on the defence industry of EU policies and 
regulations that are not defence-specific needs to be reviewed” COM’s daily News 25/ 03/2025

https://acp4eu035hotmail.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/REACH__Member_States/Shared%20Documents/EDA%20REACH%20Meetings/2025/2025_05_1314_45th_REACH_TF_Meeting/Resources/2025_03_REACH%20Revision_COM_3APR2025.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=bvkewv
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REACH and Defence
Key aspects for enhancing EU military step up 

Enhancing the consideration 
OF DEFENCE CONCERNS 
in the chemicals regulatory process

DEFENCE EXEMPTION
a limited and temporary solution which 
does not ensure the availability on the 
market of a dual-use substance

Enhancing consideration of 
LONG-TERM PROVISIONS 
to safeguard Defence Repair and 
Maintenance activities

SECURITY OF SUPPLY
maintaining european chemicals supply 
chain to enhance the European strategic 
autonomy
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Main takeaways / conclusion

• EDA is supporting the continuous effort of MS to comply with REACH+ regulations while
maintaining the operational effectiveness of the EU Armed Forces.

• The exchange of information on regulatory developments within different sectors is crucial to
identify direct and indirect impacts:
- EDA maintains close coordination with all involved stakeholders at EU (EC, ECHA, ESA, EU industry associations/ASD)

and national (MS Competent Authorities, National Defence Industry Associations) levels.
- 16th EDA REACH Plenary Meeting in Brussels : 22 October 2025 (Day open to Industry)

• The potential impacts stemming from the restriction proposals on PFAS, Chromium(VI)
substances and the proposed REACH revision are of major concerns for the European Defence
sector.

• EDA’s role with MS to:
- provide comprehensive evidences for early screening (prior to RMOA)
- Further assessment on critical chemicals for Defence (Security of Supply / Key Strategic Activities)
- Strengthen R&D for safer substitute



Thank you for 
your attention!
Any questions?
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