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Our CAPS-5 digital version displays the following features: 

• Easily accessible scale instructions and administration prompts

• Built-in logic to help guide scale administration and scoring

• Integrated audio recording of CAPS-5 assessment to allowrreview 
for quality assurance

• Our electronic CAPS-5 scale strictly adheres to the paper version but leverages technology to provide built-in logic and scoring 
guidance for raters 

• It ensures standardization in administration and scoring of the measure globally

• It is suitable for raters with diverse experience, a critical component of clinical trials 

• Future directions include examining in-study performance of raters who utilize the CAPS-5 electronic scale  

• We utilized the public domain version of the CAPS-5 
provided by the National Center for PTSD, consulted 
PTSD subject matter experts, identified known 
challenges in administration and scoring of the CAPS-
5 scale, and developed a digital CAPS-5 version with 
smart built-in algorithms
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• Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) has a global 
prevalence rate of nearly 4% (Koenen et al., 2017) 

• The Clinician-Administered PTSD Scale (CAPS-5), a 
structured diagnostic interview, is commonly used to 
assess PTSD 

• As the focus on developing pharmaceutical 
interventions for PTSD increases, there is a 
corresponding need to develop technological tools to 
facilitate standardized CAPS-5 assessment in clinical 
trials 

• Our objective was to develop a “smart scale” based 
on the original paper version to enable reliable 
administration and scoring by global raters with 
diverse clinical backgrounds

BACKGROUND

• Automated scoring to generate domain scores and total score, 
and to help determine whether patient meets PTSD diagnostic 
criteria


