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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is the WSCNMS
NOAA has designated Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine Sanctuary  – our nation's 15th and newest national marine sanctuary. The 962 square-mile area  protects 36 shipwrecks that possess exceptional historic, archaeological, and recreational value. Co-managed with the state of Wisconsin, the sanctuary expands on the state's 30 years of stewardship of these historic sites. The sanctuary will also bring new opportunities for research, resource protection, educational programming, and community engagement. In partnership with local communities, the sanctuary will provide a national stage for promoting heritage tourism and recreation.




Patience

• Began the Sanctuary designation process, 2008
• Submitted Sanctuary nomination in 2014
• October 2015, NOAA published a notice of intent to perform DEIS
• January 2016, NOAA held three public meetings 

• NOAA received 135 comments during that scoping period, the majority of which were strongly 
supportive of the concept of national marine sanctuary designation.

• January, 2017, NOAA published a DEIS, draft management plan (more public 
comment)

• March 2017 Public Meetings - Algoma, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, and Port Washington. 
• Approximately 400 people attended the meetings, with 75 people providing verbal comments.

• May 2021 NOAA published a final rule designating the sanctuary
• Designated June 23, 2021



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The area was nominated for national marine sanctuary consideration by a diverse coalition of organizations and individuals at local, state, regional and national levels. This included elected officials, historical societies, businesses, museums, and environmental, recreational, conservation, tourism and educational groups. Principal cities involved in the nomination include Port Washington, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, and Two Rivers.
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