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John Bilotta is a founding partner in a strategic communication firm in Washington DC. His practice focuses on a variety of 
risk and crisis communication issues facing the public and private sector. 

Mr. Bilotta also works with the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security as its Senior Risk 
Communication Advisor. Since the end of 2003, he has helped design scenarios and participated in dozens of homeland 
security seminars for governors, mayors and their senior staffs. 

Mr. Bilotta has also advised DHS public affairs on incident communication areas and provided risk communications 
training to senior federal officials. 

During a nearly 20 year career as a print and broadcast journalist, Mr. Bilotta was based in London, Moscow, Tokyo 
and Washington DC. He has been a foreign correspondent for United Press International, and producer and bureau chief 
for ABC News in Moscow. In Washington, he was a producer for the ABC News magazine shows Prime Time and 20/20. 

While overseas, Mr. Bilotta helped cover the collapse of the Soviet Union, wars in Chechnya and Bosnia, the Russian 
presidential elections and the rise of organized crime in Eastern Europe. 

Other stories included coverage of the sniper shootings in Maryland, security problems at a Russian chemical weapons 
storage facility, and coverage of the hunt for Osama bin Laden in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Mr. Bilotta is a graduate of UCLA. 
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James G. Featherstone became President and CEO of the Los Angeles Homeland Security Advisory Council (HSAC) in 
March 2016 after serving the City of Los Angeles for thirty years. At HSAC, Jim continues to strengthen the Greater Los 
Angeles region’s crisis readiness and resilience by convening and connecting the private, public and civic sectors through 
collaborative partnerships and strategic alliances, emerging technology, and research.  
 
A native of Washington D.C. and a veteran of the United States Navy, Jim began his public service to the City of Los Angeles 
in 1986 with the Los Angeles Fire Department and was later appointed Interim Fire Chief (2013-2014). In 2007, Jim was 
appointed General Manager of the Los Angeles Emergency Management Department, where he led a successful 
departmental reorganization and restructured the City’s emergency management protocols and processes. From 2008 to 
2018 Jim chaired FEMA’s National Advisory Council.  
 
Jim holds a Master’s Degree in Leadership from the University of Southern California, a Bachelor’s Degree in Public 
Administration from Union Institute and University and is an alumnus of the Executive Leaders Program at the Naval 
Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security. He is a Senior Fellow in the Harvard University Kennedy 
School of Government’s Program on Crisis Leadership. 
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